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S Modeling and Photo by Gaylord Gill

A PRR RSD5 is working 

Koenig Fuel at Olean in 

southwestern New York.  

Gaylord Gill took the photo on 

his 1953-era Buffalo & 

Chautauqua layout. 

The RSD5 locomotive is an 

early brass import by Alco 

Models, while the brass tank 

car was made by Southwind 

Models. Both are custom 

painted.  The code 100 

trackwork includes flextrack 

from Tomalco Track and 

turnouts from Old 

Pullman.  Arttista provides 

many of the S scale figures on 

Gaylord's layout, although he 

sometimes alters their poses.



S Modeling and Photo by Simon Parent

Itôs 1939 in southern Quebec and a 

CNR local freight behind H6 class 

10-wheeler 1338 is heading east to 

Dunham with a short consist of 

gondolas.  

The locomotive was built by Simon 

Parent from parts of his own design 

plus parts that were available from 

SSL&S.  The model matches the 

prototype 1338ôs details with the 

modifications it had in 1938.  The 

stock car is a resin kit Simon 

produced several years ago based 

on a CNR Fowler car.  The wood 

reefer is a modified SHS car with 3D 

printed roof and hatches.  

The steel 8-hatch reefers are CNR 

series 1 cars built from MLW (Andy 

Malette) resin kits.  The CNR 

gondolas are pilot models of a kit 

Simon plans to release.  The truck 

on the bridge is a modified Hartoy 

item.  Simon handlaid the track and 

scratchbuilt the bridge from 

engineering plans.



S Modeling and Photo by Roger Nulton

A coal drag holds for 

scheduled freight #43 at 

Wallace Junction, IN where 

the Midland Coal Branch 

meets the main on the Monon 

Route.   Roger Nulton 

photographed the action on 

his 29ô X 62ô layout.  

The Pacific locomotive and 

the coal hoppers are from 

American Models.  The BL-2 

diesel locomotive was built 

from a resin kit available from 

BTS that is now out of 

production.  The track is code 

100 Tomalco and the coal 

chute, as the Monon called 

them, was built from a Lehigh 

Valley Models kit. 



S Modeling and Photo by Bob Hogan

Truckee is a joint yard facility 

servicing both Southern Pacific 

and Western Pacific Railroad 

locomotives after their runs over 

the Sierra.  Here we see a 

modified and detailed Overland 

brass Southern Pacific F7A-B set 

in the foreground and a River 

Raisin brass SP SD9 emerging 

from the roundhouse lead.  

At the sanding facility is a brass 

Overland Western Pacific A-B set 

of FT's, an American Models GP9 

and a brass Overland Alco S-4 

switcher.  Each locomotive has 

been detailed for specific WP 

locomotives.  

On the far sanding track are four 

additional American Models 

GP9's.  All are detailed 

and modified for specific Southern 

Pacific prototypes.  The first two 

are SP passenger Geeps. 



S Modeling and Photo by Craig Wright

UP Heritage unit 1989 

(SD70ACE) crosses Price River 

at Castle Gate just west of 

Helper, Utah.  A ubiquitous Rio 

Grande Tunnel Motor (SD40T-2) 

trails. 

The 1989 is a reworked Lionel 

SD70ACE.  The pilot was 

removed from the trucks and 

screwed into the frame. The 

pilot openings were filled in and 

Kadee couplers installed.  The 

SD40T-2 is an Overland Brass 

import with added details and 

custom paint. The SP boxcar is 

an S Scale America (SSA) 

model.  

Track is code 100 by Custom 

Traxx.  The signals were 

produced by South Bend Signal 

Company.  The bridges are 

Central Valley HO Plate Girders, 

and the bridge abutments are 

Chooch (HO).  



S Modeling and Photo by Paul Washburn

The crew has tied up on the 

house track for beans at the 

depot on Paulôs fictitious 

Southern Pacific branch line..  

The SW-1 switcher is a brass 

import from Oriental Limited to 

which Paul added sun shades, 

a taller stack and polished 

aluminum head and rear light 

lenses.  He also painted the 

model and decaled it using 

Microscale Decals ñSP Tiger 

Stripe Switchers #64-46ò from 

Des Plaines Hobbies.   

The B&O wagon top boxcar 

and CB&Q flatcar in the 

background are kits from 

Smoky Mountain Model Works.  

The Santa Fe boxcar is a kit by 

Pacific Rail Shops.  The 

welding truck started out as a 

Racing Champions 40 Ford 

pickup.  The Southern Pacific 

medallion on the truck door is 

from an N scale PMC decal set. 

The track and switches are 

hand laid using code 70 rail 

and redwood ties purchased 

years ago from Cover House.



S Modeling and Photo by Jerry and Michael Holmes

Itôs autumn 1952 as C&O E-8 

No. 4024 crests the summit of  

Alleghany Mountain at

Alleghany, VA. This train is the 

westbound ñSportsmanò, one of 

C&Oôs premier passenger 

trains.

The motive power and 

passenger cars are from 

American Models. The vehicles 

are from Castline, Inc., and the 

figures from Arttista. The steam 

locative on the turntable in the 

distance is a brass C&O Hï8, 

2-6-6-6  from River Raisin 

Models. 

The brick ñAò cabin (as control 

towers were called by the 

C&O) was scratch built by 

Bernard Kempinski, owner of 

Alkem Scale Models.

The track is Shinohara Code 

100 flex track, and the turnouts 

include Shinohara, Old 

Pullman, Tomalco and 

Markway. There are a few 

thousand trees on the layout, 

mostly hand made using 

natural materials for the tree 

forms.



S Modeling and Photo by Alan Balma

A PRR K4 is leading one 

of the last afternoon 

Passenger trains on the 

Elmira Branch from 

Canandaigua NY to 

Elmira NY. The train is 

passing through the 

Stanley, NY PRR 

Maintenance Yard on its 

way east. 

The K4 is from 

Omnicon/Samhongsa 

with an owner installed 

Jackson Standard 

Gearbox and Tsunami2 

 Decoder. 

The track is code 100 

Shinohara laid on 

Homabed, and turnouts 

are hand built from Fast 

Tracks jigs. The tower 

and shed in the 

foreground were built 

from laser cut kits. The 

maintenance building 

towards the rear is 

scratch built. The smoke 

effects and sky were 

done by Brooks Stover.



S Modeling and Photo by Bob Frascella

Ex-Lehigh Valley, patch painted 

D&H GP 38-2 No. 7324 and 

D&H Alco C420 No. 404 lead a 

southbound manifest train 

across Sugar Creek on Bob 

Frascella's Delaware and 

Hudson themed layout. The 

setting is 1977 in the years 

following the Conrail merger 

and the layout is based upon 

the former PRR Elmira Branch. 

Both locomotives were built 

from 3D printed 

components acquired from 

Shapeways/Century Models and 

both use American Models 

trucks and drive systems.  A 

detailed construction article on 

building the GP 38-2 appears in 

the Dec-Jan 2019 issue of S 

Scale Resource Magazine. The 

deck girder bridges were 

kitbashed using the girders from 

inexpensive Atlas HO through 

girder bridges. The short 

roadway span is from an S 

scale Micro-Engineering deck 

girder bridge. The backdrop 

image is an actual photo and 

foreground trees are created 

using common garden plants.



S Modeling and Photo by Bob Stelmach

Pere Marquette #1225 is 

returning to Detroit from 

Chicago with a mixed freight in 

1947 on Bob Stelmachôs Red 

Pine and Oxville Railroad.. 

The Berkshire locomotive, a 

Lima-built 2-8-4, is a River 

Raisin model.  The distinctive 

New York Central watchman 

shanty in the foreground is a 

laser-cut kit.  The yard shack 

beyond is a modified 

Plasticville structure.  The 

large through-truss bridge in 

the background is also a 

Plasticville model which Bob 

detailed with Central Valley 

beams and trusses. The B&O 

wagon-top M-15K boxcar was 

built from a Smoky Mountain 

Model Works kit.  

The New York Central 

mainline uses code 137 rail 

and all other mainline and 

sidings on the RP&O use code 

100 rail.  Bob built all the 

turnouts on the layout using 

Fast Tracks fixtures.  The 

layout is surrounded by photo 

backdrops from Backdrop 

Warehouse.  



S Modeling and Photo by Joe Coen

Freelanced Texas Southern NW-

2 #42 sorts grain loads in Arlen 

Yard on Joe Coenôs layout.

The NW-2 is from S-Helper. The 

freight cars are all from American 

Models. Joe didn't fully repaint 

any of them but rather just wet 

sanded off the heralds and 

reporting marks and applied 

custom decals. All are equipped 

with Kadee couplers. 

The track is flex track from 

Tomalco and the turnouts are 

from Shinohara. Joe used real 

dirt and a mix of commercial 

ballast from various 

manufacturers that he had on 

hand for ballast. The weeds are 

Heki pull-apart mats and carpet 

fibers. Joe used stock photos 

found on the Internet, sized 

appropriately and printed from 

his computer for the backdrop. 

The truck is a reworked, 

weathered and decaled Hot 

Wheels model. The figures are 

from Hobby Lobby.


