You've been waiting 10 years...Now here they come!!
American Models and the NASG present

HEAVYWEIGHT F>T TT T

10-section, 1-drawing room, 2-compartment ("10-1-2")
15-3/4-

12-section, I-3rawing room ("12-1"J"

* Two body styles (10-1-2,12-1)
*

Four color schemes

*

Pullman green, Tuscan red,
two-tone grey, CNR blaek-andgreen with red maple leaves
Car names for 22 roads

40" min. radius out of the box; reduction to 24"
min. is an easy 5-minute job. WILL NOT CLEAR
AF SWITCH-MOTOR BOXES.

Pullman Green
CNR
2-Tone Grey
"PULLMAN"
CANADIAN "PULLMAN"
NATIONAL"

Tuscan
"PULLMAN"

Ready-to-run with hirail wheeisets and AF-compatible couplers. Also included:
» § sca/e wheeisets * scale dummy couplers • current pick-up wipers »
* lettering set» car name guide « radius-reduction instructions *

NASG Members Only- Order yours now!
Cars expected Summer 2004.
Quantify
| |

j
NASG Number:
',
I

name
address
city,state/prov,
country

price
each
Totals
$65
$65
$65
$65
PA residents add $3.90 sales tax (6%) per car
Shipping ($5 first car, $2 each addl. car)
Order total: $

Pullman Car Style & Color

Fill in, clip or copy, and mail with check (payable to "NASG Inc. ") to:
NASG Pullman Cars

c/o John Foley
H >4 W. Railroad St.
PottSVilie, PA 1 7901 -1 1 26

]
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE...
When I became President, I was advised that it would
be next to impossible to get the Sn3 fraternity to
accept the NASG. The biggest obstacle was the perception that the NASG was just made up of toy train
enthusiasts. I decided to press on anyway and got
some NASG volunteers to attend the annual Sn3
Symposium and talk to the Sn3'ers in attendance
hoping to convince them that we are more than just
American Flyer people. This is not meant to slam AF
fans, but we wanted them to realize that there are also
scale people in the NASG and that they would benefit as whole by joining with us. I'm still mystified as
to why in a scale as small as S, the factions still
refuse to pull together for the common good. I've
even heard the word "hate" used from time to time.
Of course, we do have many NASG members who
model in Sn3 or S/Sn3 including myself, but we're
talking about the vast majority of Sn3 folks. Another
problem is that the NASG narrow gaugers tend to
include non-Colorado modeling in their interests
such as the East Broad Top while the Colorado prototype modelers seem more like a closed society,
making it still tougher to reach them.
Recently an interesting benchmark came up that told
me that we're not getting through to them. The following was a post to the almost 600 members of the
Sn3 Yahoo group: "I'd be interested in hearing from
group members about what magazines they read.
NGSL (Narrow Gauge & Short Line Gazette) is
essential of course, and I've read Model Railroader
since the '50s. For those of us interested in S-scale
models of narrow gauge railroads, what other magazines have something to say?"
There were several answers and here's a list of what
they said: Sn3 Modeler, S/Sn3 Modeling Guide, Light
Iron Digest, Narrow Gauge Downunder, Finescale
Railroading (narrow gauge annual issue), D&RGW
"Prospector", DSP&P "Bogies and The Loop",
Maine Two Footer, The NMRA magazine: Scale
Rails. Narrow Gauge and Short Line Gazette,
Narrow Gauge Downunder, Model Railroader,

Railroad Model Craftsman, Trains, Classic Trains,
Mainline Modeler, Live Steam, Great Model
Railroads, Model Railroad Planning, and last but not
least, Voie Libre: a special narrow gauge magazine
from France with an English translation leaflet.
That's quite a list isn't it? But, guess what was missing? To get a clue look at the cover of this magazine
and notice the "Sn3" there. I did wait till the posts
petered out and then mentioned the Dispatch to the
list, pointing out Dave Heine's column in every issue,
so at least I did my duty.
However, it does look like we/I have so far failed to
build a bridge to them. I'm not sorry that I tried. We
have gained a few new members but there's still a
very large number of Colorado prototype Narrow
Gaugers modeling in Sn3 that we still have to reach.
I'd be happy to get any suggestions from you that
would help the cause.
SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW PRODUCTS
Here's a hint for manufacturers looking for potential
products to make for S. As you know, the NASG has
sponsored a structure called the "Armco Steel
Building". They are a first attempt to give S scale
modern structure kits exactly like the HO people
have with such makes as Pikestuff. These types of
kits are very popular with the HO community
because they lead to countless kitbashing possibilities. We've invited manufacturers to make add-on
units to our basic kit, but to date no one has taken it
up. Since we've sold hundreds of the kits so far,
there's already a built in customer base. And don't
forget the accessories used to superdetail the structures like roof details, air-conditioners, downspouts,
etc., which can be used on other structure kits as
well. I've shipped kits to prospective manufacturers
so they can examine them and would be glad to send
one to others as well. These are modern structures
that start to fill a need that S has for modern era prototypes. So the bottom line is that modular structure
kits would be appreciated and be a good way to successfully enter or expand in the S market.
- Roy Hoffman

NASG NEWS
DUES, DUE!! Don't forget to send your dues
in.Forms enclosed this issue. Most of us are still on a
June to June cycle, so this is a reminder to pony up.
Dues are $20.00 a year. Send dues sheet to Michael
Paschall. Send booster and/or manufacturer ad sheet
for Directory to me (Jeff). Note - many clubs have
booster ads, so mention to your club treasurer if you
do.

Spring Fever

RAIL MAIL

I assume Cy also belongs to the B&M Historical
Society because he's working on a scratchbuilt B&M
caboose using styrene, and he hopes to do an article
for their Bulletin. Way to go, Jeff.

Regarding Historical Societies: Member Cy Bacchi
of Northport, NY, responded to my editorial of last
issue. He enclosed a Rutland Newsliner with an article and photos describing his detailing and painting of
an AM RS3. The article also described how he modified an AM woodside caboose and a Scenery
Unlimited combine to Rutland proportions. These latter two involved some re-windowing and other modifications.

And again: With the cooperation of Don Thompson
and Bob Werre, I was able to get a picture of SHS's latest BN-decorated two-bay hopper and a brief write-up
into the most recent issue of the BN Expediter, A BN
and BNSF railfan and historical publication.
Tom Hawley, Lansing, MI.

Jeffs
Junction
Choosing a Prototype Railroad to Model
Which prototype railroad to model? Some will be
strictly loyal to one road. Some will model a few of
their local favorites. Some will model and run anything. Some, like me, will mix a prototype main with
a freelance branch. Most of us have our favorite
roads we like to see running on our layout be it
Pennsylvania, Southern Pacific or CSX. Some of us
like to model a couple of roads that might mix in real
life at a junction, on joint trackage or in a large terminal area. Some modelers will mix and match anything regardless of era or whether those roads really
ever came in contact with each other.
In general, most modelers do seem to glom on to the
overall common favorites - the most seen, the most
colorful, the most written about, the largest, etc. No
wonder so many model the SF, UP, SP, PRR, B&O,
C&O, Milwaukee, C&NW, BNSF, CSX, Conrail and
so on. Not coincidental ly, the above-mentioned road
names are the ones seen most on the production
models in any gauge.
But let's reflect a bit - there are a lot of "Fallen Flag"
roads, modern regionals and little-known shortlines
that deserve consideration if you are in the "choosing" stage. Think that modeling a less common road
would be more easily modeled. Picking a less than
common railroad also sets you and your modeling
apart from the pack. There are, however, drawbacks
to taking the oddball "track" such as available paint
schemes, steam engine availability, decals and even
research materials. And this more so in S than in
other scales.

Continued on page 31

Regardless of the equipment and paint scheme drawbacks, modeling a less common road or shortline is
something to stew on. Following are some lists of
some of my favorite railroads I might consider modeling if I lived in that geographic area and maybe
because of a variety of other reasons such as liking
the paint schemes, geography, rolling stock, etc.
Class 1 Railroads that cover many states:
B&O (my current choice), Southern, ATSF (steamdiesel), SP (ditto), GM&O, MP, Frisco, C&O, L&N,
PRR, N&W, SOO, CNJ, DL&W.
Regionals:
Rutland, Monon, WM, NC&StL, Central of Georgia,
A&LM, B&M, Reading, Louisiana & Arkansas,
NYO&W, L&NE, L&HR.
Shortlines (some are still around):
Buffalo Creek & Gauley (my branchline idea is
based on this road), St. Johnsbury & Lamoille
County, Winston-Salem Southbound, Gainesville
Midland, Northwestern Pacific, Rahway Valley,
Pittsburgh & Shawmut, Virginia & Truckee, Sierra,
WAG, H&BT. Included in this category would be
branchlines of the above Class 1 and Regional railroads.
Narrow Gauges:
East Broad Top, Tweetsie, Ohio River & Western,
RGS and Appalachian logging roads.
All of the above would be in the pre-1960 era.
In the post-1960 era I might consider the following:
Wisconsin Southern, Wisconsin Central, CSX,
Indiana & Ohio, Reading & Northern, Ohio Central,
Vermont Railway, Green Mountain Central. I would
probably consider branches of the NS, CSX in the
Appalachian area.
Of course, you would end up with a different list of
continued on page 30

NEW PRODUCTS REPORT
By Jeff Madden
ALL AMERICAN TOY CO.
(540 Lancaster SE, Salem, Oregon
97301, website: . www.allamericantoyco.com) has modern special
run l/64th tractor trailer lettered
Bubba's Trucking. The truck is a
Peterbilt 387 with a long box trailer. Only 150 trucks will be available.
BTS (P.O. Box 561, Seffner, FL
33583 - www.btsrr.com) has a new
small tobacco barn to go with the
Shanty sharecropper house. Both
are laser wood kits with added
details. The Tobacco Barn has a
footprint of 35' x 26' and sells for
$36.95. The Shanty with Outhouse
has a footprint of 24' x 44' and
sells for $69.95.
CRYER GRAY FOUNDRY
(John Botten, 4351 Valley Forge
Dr., Fairview Park, OH 44126
www.cryergrayfoundry.com) is
working on some more more highly detailed brass
bridges.
Expected are an 88' through plate
girder bridge, an East Broad Top
54' through plate girder, a 140'
through truss bridge, a 60" through
plate girder bridge, and a 130' PRR
pony truss. Prices range from $200
to $450 depending on detailing
and finish. And perhaps we'll see a
brass NYC Bll 0-6-0 in brass.
The Korean built brass loco will be
fully painted and probably come
DCC ready. Early reservation price
undec., DCC ready, is said to be
$ 1079, painted, $ 1169. Info will be
on website later
KALMBACH PUBLISHING
(21027
Crossroads
Circle,
Waukesha,
WI
53183
www.kalmbachbooks.com). Just
browsed through a new book by
Roger Carp of Classic Toy Trains.
This softcover 98-page book is
entitled Great Toy Train Layouts.
It includes features and track plans
on 11 O and S layouts. Only 2 are

S, the rest O 3-rail, but there are
really some nice layouts and ideas
here for hi-railers, especially.
Retail list price, $19.95. The S layouts featured are Homer Henry's
and Dick Robinson.
K-LINE (www.k-linetrains.com)
has some new S offerings listed in
their 2004 catalog. The $19.95 cars
include several new paint schemes
including
40'
boxcars
in
Milwaukee Road and Seaboard,
PRR and ATSF tank cars,
Interstate and C&NW hoppers,
and a B&O depressed center flat
with construction vehicle. For
$24.95 there are several S cars
with special paint schemes. These
include boxcars lettered for Heinz
Ketchup, Heinz pickles, Coca Cola
(2 versions), Ford, NYPD and
FDNY. Supposedly a Milwaukee
Road caboose was spotted at a
show.
PINE CANYON SCALE MODELS (www.pinecanyonscalemodels.com) has stuck with S and
announced a Spanish style motor
court which can be expanded with
modular sections. The basic carport style motor court in $129.00
which has an office plus a row of
motel units. An additional 4-unit
section is $79. These are resin
cast, similar to the gas station.

which was sent to Winross collectors in February 2004 by Phyllis O.
Austin is excerpted here): It seems
Patricia and David Lowe, who
recently leased the production of
Winross vehicles, have given up
the ghost and gone back to Florida.
Phyllis and Roger Austin had
retired back in 2000 and leased the
operation to the Lowes. In subsequent legal actions it is assumed
the Austin's will regain control of
their manufacturing facility, and
dies seem to be intact. So again,
the future of Winross is up in the
air.

The Shanty with outhouse is a new
laser craftsman kit from BTS

TRAINMASTER FOR AF (Carl
Tuveson, 928 finch-Dr., South
Bend, IN 46614). Now you can use
the Lionel TMCC System in AC
Gilbert or Lionel AF locos with
AC or DC motors. Exclusively
designed for AF engines, the
AC/DC MDB uses a Linoel R2LC
reciever (sold separately) in a compact easy to install unit. Now shipping the AC/DC MDB for only
$25.00. Write or use the Website:
www.tuveson.com.
WINROSS

(info from a letter

This new layout feature book from
Kalmbach features 2 S layouts.

What 'S' New

Motor Court Easier Kit #3415, Price $129

M*

\i

This arrangement measures 17 wide by 13 inches.

Racer 3 t-B Working System
Alder Models has working and
dummy switchstands.
They
have CP style and the one
shown above (Racor). Working
stands in S are $8.50 per pack
and dummies are $18.00 for six.
Check
their
website
at:
www.magma.ca/~alder/ho_stan
ds.html. Rumor is that Alder
may have been purchased??

Pine Canyon Models is back at it in S. Their latest isa Spanish style motor
court at $129.00 bucks with a 17" x 13" footprint. An add-on kit is available for $79 which has 4 units (about 6" x 15"). This could also serve as a
unit by itself. The kits are resin type similar to their gas station.

This is a line drawing of the 2004 NASG Convention car. It will be a 53 ft. Evans
double plug-door boxcar lettered for Chicago & North Western. It will be available in 4 different numbers. It will come Flyer compatible with scale wheels
included. Cars are $45.00 each.

128 Conifer Lane, Hurley NY 12443 LMorton@hvc.ir.com (845)339-4588
FORMALLY TQMALCQ, NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

THE CODE 100 S-SCALE SOURCE ~
S Flex Track, Code 100. Weathered Rail

$42.00

Sold in Bundles of 6 - 3* sections

#5 Wye turnout. On ties, Non-Weathered
#6 Right or Left, On ties, Non-Weathered
f 8 Right or Left, On ties, Non-Weathered
#10 Right or Left, On ties, Non-Weathered

$34.25
$34.25
$36,25
$42,25

Other turnouts &
crossings available
Call for

ADD $1.60 each
for Weathered
turnouts

NASG PULLMAN CAR PROJECT
Q & A By Dick Karnes
e are pleased to partner
with American Models
and Artist-Aid to once
again make these marvelous fulllength heavyweight Pullman cars
available. Elsewhere in this issue
you will find an order blank for
these cars. Many interesting questions have arisen, so 1 am providing the answers here for all to see.
American Models is furnishing the
cars, the paint schemes, and the
letterboard lettering; Artist-Aid is
furnishing the dry-transfer carname lettering sets.

A: There will be 650 cars - 325 of
the 10-section, 1-drawing room, 2compartment ("10-1-2") cars and
325 of the 12-section, 1-drawing
room ("12-1") cars. Within each
style there will be 110 Pullman
green cars, 110 two-tone grey cars,
55 Tuscan red cars, and 50 CNR
cars.

In a break from traditional
American Models packaging,
these cars will come with everything needed to operate on hirail as
well as scale layouts. As packaged, the cars will be configured
with hirail wheel sets and AF-compatible couplers for hi-rail operation. Also included in the box will
be six scale wheelsets, a pair of
dummy scale couplers, a pair of
pick-up wipers that can be
installed on the trucks for modelers wishing to light their cars, carname lettering sets, and instructions listing appropriate railroads'
car names for particular car types
and color schemes. The instructions will also show how to modify the center sill to reduce the cars'
minimum radius from 40" to 24".

A: American Models modified the
molds for these trucks shortly after
their introduction and has had no
reported problems since.

W

Q: Why are you making cars
that won't run on layouts built
with AF track?
A: The NASG has been doing
new AF/Lionel cars every year,
and continues to do so.. However,
we haven't done any cars for
sealers and hi-railers for a long
time. Our attention to this membership segment is long overdue.
Q: How many cars are you
doing?

8

Q: The trucks that came on the
first run of these cars didn't
track well and came apart in the
box. Is American Models retooling the trucks?

Q: Will the cars come lettered
for various roads? Or just
"Pullman?"
A: Well, yes and no. None of the
cars will have car names or numbers pre-lettered. Instead, each car
will come with a set of dry transfers that contain car names suitable
for the specific color scheme.
Specifically:
The pre-1946 Pullman green cars
will be exactly like American
Models' original Pullman green
cars.
They will be lettered
"Pullman" in gold "Railroad
Roman." The car-name lettering
set contains 4-1/2" high car-name
lettering for 11 railroads' assigned
10-1-2 cars and 7 railroads' 12-1
cars, phis Pullman pool cars.
The post-1948 grey cars will have
a light grey window strip and dark
grey sides and letterboard. This
was the standard post-war Pullman
paint scheme. They will have 2"
aluminum stripes bordering the
light grey strip. Pullman repainted
their cars every 18 months, so all
the green Pullman-assigned cars

received this new scheme except
the UP- and SP-assigned cars.
They will be lettered "Pullman" in
aluminum "Grand Central" font.
The car-name lettering set contains
4-1/2" high car-name lettering for
6 railroads' assigned 10-1-2 cars
and 6 railroads' 12-1 cars, plus
Pullman pool cars. These cars are
NOT appropriate for the SP and
UP, which adopted the 1946
Pullman scheme of dark grey window strip with light grey sides and
letterboard.
The Tuscan red cars will have a
single dulux (imitation gold) stripe
above the windows and a double
dulux stripe below the windows.
They will be lettered "Pullman" in
dulux "Railroad Roman." The carname lettering set contains 5" high
car names for 4 PRR-assigned 101-2 cars, 15 PRR 12-1 cars, and 5
N&W 12-1 cars.
The CNR cars will bear the 1954
black and green scheme with yellow stripes, yellow "Canadian
National" on the letterboard, and
red-and-yellow
maple-leaf
roundels at the ends of the sides.
The 5" high yellow car-name lettering set will include 5 CNR-specific car names each for the 10-1-2
cars and the 12-1 cars (10 names
total).
Q: Why aren't you doing railroad-specific letterboards?
A: Because these were done in
American Models' earlier runs of
these cars. Also because doing
them this way makes them correct
for a wider variety of railroads
from the 1920s through the 1950s the most-modeled era.
Q: Will you offer undecorated
versions?

A: No.

Q: Will lettering sets be available separately?
A: Sort of. We will have 25 extra
lettering sets total. We don't think
there will be much demand for
these because once the cars are
delivered, there will be about
16,000 car names out there for the
650 cars, so lots of people will
doubtless be willing to exchange
unused car names.
Q: Why dry transfers instead of
decals?
A: Because dry transfers leave no
decal shine. And because if you
botch it, they can be removed with
Scotch tape and another name
applied. By removing the roof and
then over spray ing the car side with
clear flat finish, the transfer is
sealed in place. Caution: If you

don't remove the roof first, the
spray will likely cloud the window
panes.
Q: Can you tell me what railroads' car names will be available with which cars?
A: Green 10-1-2: NYC, MC,
L&N, C&NW, C&EI, B&O,
ATSF, CNR, MP, B&M, CRI&P,
and pool cars. Green 12-1: NYC,
GN, B&O, NP, C&NW, L&N,
CNR, and pool cars. Grey 10-1-2:
SAL, FEC, SR, Monon, B&M,
MP, and pool cars. Grey 12-1:
NYC, B&O, GM&O, NKP, C&O,
1C, and pool cars. Details for the
red cars and the CNR cars have
already been addressed.

railroads in what era is subject to
some interpolation of available
prototype data. We have done our
best with the data available to us.
If you have a photograph that is
inconsistent with this project's letterboards and car names, by all
means go with your photo. But
please don't send it to us. Our lettering sets have already been committed to film preparatory to reproduction.
Thanks for your support!

As a final note, please be aware
that which car names apply to
which color schemes for which

PORT LINES HOBBIES
"Specialists in S-Gauge Railroading'
—AMERICAN FLYER PARTS SERVICE —
ON-LINE CATALOG & SALES LISTS,
OR $5.00 BY MAIL.
NEW!

. ..
>K VAM\RFO« o
l DV>SS

"Doubleheader
Drawbar " kit
for AF
Hudsons &
Northerns.
$10.95

6 Storeybrooke Drive
N e w b u r y p o r t , MA 01950
(978)-465-8798 (Phone/Fax)
E - m a i l ; d o u g @ p o r 11 i n e s . c « m

Wilson's Milk reefers (two numbers);
$45 + s/h.
Pine Canyon Models Gas Station kit, with »r
without front canopy; in stock.
Other PCM kits as well.
VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, & AMEX ACCEPTED.
VISIT US AT:

www.portlines.com

for more details, & for our MONTHLY SPECIALS !

STEP BY STEP -

HOW TO BUILD AND INSTALL A CLOSED FROG SWITCH
All of the attached documentation
is based on how I installed my
closed frog switches. In most cases

By Tom Robichaud
ness, and idea would be that they
match the AM plastic ties. You
need - about 10 standard ties and

code 148, an NASG track gauge
for fine tuning and an assortment
of files and sandpaper

LED% indicate
switch direction

tykt

(MPA)

•<*£».a,-

Figure 1: Shows a competed switch: Points are located below the text, MPA is the complete assembly in the middle (2 rails and 3 plates), Frog end is located below the text, frog "V" is located above the text and Frog insulation
caps are located on the 2 rails above the text.

you can use the techniques
described even if you are not
installing under similar conditions,
Enjoy.
Assumptions:
American Models Flex track is
used for main line and long
stretches of sidings. Switches will
be built in place, with hand laid
track to connect to the AM flex as
required. Tortoise Switch motors
are used to power switches. Power
routing is accomplished using contacts on Tortoise switch motors.
Major steps in building/installing
switch: install sub-roadbed, install
roadbed, install ties, build switch,
install switch motor, test final corrections and enjoy! Code 148 rail
is used.
Materials list:
Micro Engineering code 148
rails:
American Models 148 flex track:
Wood ties: You need both standard length and switch length.
Make sure they are the same thick10

50 switch ties per number 5
switches. About 44 standard ties
per foot for hand laid track.
Spikes: We are using 3/8" medium
spikes from Micro Engineering.
You need about 250 per switch.
Buy plenty!
Brass sheet: .010" stock, about 2"
x 1" per switch
Brass tube: .032" ID, 3" per
switch
Brass rod: .032" OD, 4" per
switch
Wire to power frog and movable
points assembly. We used 18gauge multi strand.
Electrical solder.
Tools:
You will need: Needle-nosed pliers
used to push in spikes, wire strippers, screwdrivers, rail cutter and
general working on your layout
tools. Also, resistance soldering
iron (you can actually build your
own, I did - see project plans at:
http://www.trainweb.org/bristol-sgauge/Proj ects/rsu.html)
2 or 3 3-point track gauges for

Install sub-roadbed:
Identify where you want to lay
your switch. Depending on your
sub-roadbed design you need to
make sure that you have a clean,
flat, smooth surface to lay
roadbed. Sub-roadbed is often created using plywood or Homasote.
For example, if you are using Lgirder design you need to do the
following: Locate where subroadbed is to be placed.
Temporarily align sub-roadbed
(with risers using clamps if you are
using L-girder railroad construction design). Level sub-roadbed
and secure with screws. Avoid
using glue, in case you need to
relocate the switch.
Install roadbed:
Roadbed is often purchased in
cork strips or made of Homasote,
such as Homabed. Locate where
roadbed is to be placed on subroadbed. Use a piece of rail to
define the natural curve of the
tracks turnout (from mainline to
spur). Lay the two outer sections

of the roadbed. Glue in place with
Elmer's wood glue, or equivalent.
Pin using pushpins to hold in place
while glue is drying. Cut inner
portion of roadbed to match the
switch footprint and to align the
outgoing track section. Glue in
place with Elmer's wood glue, or
equivalent. Pin using pushpins to
hold in place while glue is drying.
Once glue is cured remove the
pushpins and sand flat to ensure a
flat surface for ties.
Install ties:
Identify location of switch; this
should already be defined based on
the sub-roadbed. Mark off 3 or
more inches of track section before
and after the switch. This will be
used for a portion of the hand laid
rail to align to existing flex track or
other track. Also this is where the
ties will be laid. Identify the
entrance and exit of the switch.
Between these points is where you
will install the switch ties, vs the
standard rail ties. The entrance is
where the points will be located.
The exit is the point where the
diverging tracks are far enough
apart to allow 2 separate ties,
instead of one long one. Install a
thin film of Elmer's wood glue (or
equivalent) over the area where the
ties are to be located. Install small
(standard size) ties up to the
entrance of the switch. Install
larger (switch ties) form the
entrance of the switch to until
about 2 inches past where the frog
will be located.
Install small (standard size) ties
from the end where you just
installed the switch ties out a few
more inches. This design is based
on mating flex track to hand laid
switches. Place flat object on top
of ties (add weight) and let cure.
Once glue is cured, sand wood ties
fiat to ensure a good surface for
laying rails. At this point the wood
ties should be the same thickness
as the AM ties.
Much grief is caused by not having
the ties under the switch flat. Use a
straightedge to be sure they are all

the same height.
Build Switch:
Identify location of outer straight
rail. (This could also be done on a
curved section of track just as
easy) Spike in outer straight rail,
this will be temporary. . Spike
about every eight ties. Spike both
sides of the rail on the same tie,
don't alternate. Don't push the
spikes down super tight at this
point; as you will need to slide the
rail in and out a couple of times
before you are done. Identify location of outer curved rail.
Spike in outer curved rail: gauge
beginning at the points end. The
outer straight and outer curved
need to be in gauge for at least 3
inches before the points, more is
better, this will be temporary.
Identify the location on the
entrance of the switch where the
tracks become wider than the
gauge, this is where the points of
the switch will be located. Make
both straight and curved rail sections. (Is this where the Inner
switch rails get created? Both
outer straight and curved rail sections are spiked by now.)
File a notch in the rail, located on
the train side of each rail that will
allow for the switch rail to blend
into the stationary rail. The notch
should be filed down to the web of
the rail at the point position. This
should taper off, (typical 2" to 4"
long) depending on the switch
design, to allow for the switching
rails to mate up smoothly to the
stationary rail to allow for correct
gauging of the rail. (Note if it is
not perfect, one could remove the
rail later on, once the switch rail is
built, to make a final adjustment.)
This happens a lot on the first couple of switches you make.
Secure both inner straight and
curve rail sections Identify location of straight rail to frog File
down the frog end of the rail (take
down ? of the web) to a sharp
knife-edge where the non-train
side of the rail is flat. This should

Fig. 2: Shows the NASG track
gauge where the rails start to separate. This is where you notch the
rails for the points to contact. As
you can see the rails are already
notched.

angled back, typical 1" to 3" in
length.
File the train side of the rail flat at
the point about 1/2" (take down the
bottom side of the rail to allow for
the switch rail to mate up to the
frog rail smoothly) and taper back
on the top side of the rail 1" to 3".
Gauge and Spike in place the
straight rail/frog, this will be temporary. This section of rail will be
slid towards the switch entrance to
align with the other half of the
frog. Identify location of curved
rail to frog File down the frog end
of the rail (take down ? of the web)
to a sharp knife-edge where the
non-train side of the rail is flat.
This should angled back, typical

Fig. 3: Here is a closed frog. Notice
that the thickness of the frog and
the notch in the MPA need to be the
same for a smooth transition.
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1" to 3" in length.
File the train side (same as step 10
on the other ? of the points) of the
rail flat at the point about 1/2"
(take down the bottom side of the
rail to allow for the switch rail to
mate up to the frog rail smoothly)
and taper back on the top side of
the rail 1" to 3".
Gauge and Spike in place the
curved rail/frog, this will be temporary. This section of rail will be
slid towards the switch entrance to
align with the other half of the
frog. Slide both curved rail/frog
and straight rail/frog until the meet
at a point where the gauge tool
gaps the rail to the standard gap.
You may still have to file down
more material to get a nice point
and even flow of the rail.
Once frog rails are located, spike
rail in place, don't spike the first ?"
to 1" area of "V" but do spike every
tie after that 2" to 3" down the rail.
Eventually the rail will be cut to
avoid power shorts. Drill hole as
close to "V" point as possible,
through roadbed and sub-road bed
for wire. Strip and insert wire
leaving a 1" non-insulated portion
close to the "V" so you can solder

Figure 4: Shows a completed frog.
Notice the rails are filed to a point
and the lower part of the rail is
notched. When the frog is soldered
it should be a sharp point for a
smooth transition. You can also
see that the frog rails are isolated.
I used thin plastic and Zap glue.
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this wire to the frog "V" point
which will provide power to the
switch. Solder connecting rails in
place with wire connected and
hanging below the sub-roadbed.
Cut a section of rail to fit between
the point location and about 1 inch
past the frog, straight section first
(this will be used to build part of
the movable points assembly).
On one end of the rail you just cut
file down the rail to a point where
the rail blends with the point section of the switch (make sure you
file down the correct side of the
rail. Notch the opposite end of the
rail (outward towards the curved
side) at the point where it will mate
with the frog, then bend the end
outward toward the curved side.
File down flat the.end that is bent
in so it will mate the frog with a
smooth transition. This should also
be aligned at the point end. This
should complete that rail section
for now.
Cut a section of rail to fit between
the point location and about 1 inch
past the frog, now working on the
curved section of the switch Bend
the rail so that in matcher the same
curves formation as the switch.
File down the rail to a point where
the rail blends with the point section of the switch. Notch the
opposite end of the rail (outward
towards the straight side) at the
point where it will mate with the
frog, then bend the end outward
toward the straight side.

Figure 5: Here is a completed frog
end of the MPA Notice the bend
and notch of the rails.

Figure 6: Shows the notch of the
rails as well as the point's end of
the moveable point assembly
(MPA). Notice the thickness of the
notch and the thickness of the
points.

File down flat the end that is bent
in so it will mate the frog with a
smooth transition. This should also
be aligned at the point end. This
should complete that rail section
for now. Once both rails are build
it is time to assemble the Movable
Point Assembly (MPA). Identify
the mid-point (pivot) for the
switch. This is the point located
between the tip of the frog to
where the points of the MPA rest
and between the two outer rails.
Drill a 1/16" hole in the pivot location perpendicular to the roadbed,
(assuming you are using 1/16 outside diameter, brass tube). Cut
brass tube, long enough in length,
to extend about 1" below the subroadbed and flush with the top of
the road bed. Install tube in pivot
hole, it should be a snug fit, if not
you need to glue tube in place. Be
careful you do not get any glue
inside the tube.
Cut a piece of brass rod .031"
(which fits inside brass tube) long
enough to extend over the ties
about L" and extend below the
installed tube about ? ". Cut a
piece of .010" thick brass to be
used as a pivot point and to strap
together the 2 rails. Drill a hole in
the center of the brass plate to fit
the brass rod. This will be used to
pivot the switch. Flatten out the
brass plate - pushing the plate
down on flat surface and filing the

plate can do this.

alignment. Drill hole in center of
strip located at point end of switch.
Solder wire under sub-roadbed to
brass tube (pivot point), long
enough in length to reach the
switch motor contacts. (This wire
is used to power MPA).

Place the rod in the brass plate
sticking up over the plate enough
to be able to solder to it, place rod
in tube and lay brass plate flat.
Solder plate to rod. Cut 2 other
strips of brass to be used to connect the 2 other ends of the switch
Install Tortoise switch motor:
together Place strips in soldering Using the MPA to locate where the
location, one in center, pivot point,
switch rod is to be mounted to the
one just inside the frog and the MPA (points end of the MPA),
other just inside the points.
(Both strips should be wide Figure 7, completed MPA
enough to solder, about ? to 1
inches. Wire brush rails, bottom and sides at the location
where it will be solder to the
straps.
Place straight rail in place,
being careful to not bend the
rail, it should align in place
naturally, if not then you need
to adjust, file... until it does. Spike
in place temporarily so you can
solder rail to straps. Solder rail to
strap sections
Remove spikes from switch. Pivot
the switch to allow for a gap
between switch rail and track rail
(the bigger the better, looking at
about 0.200" to 0.300". This is so
that when cars run through the
switch it doesn't short out between
the switch and the rail.
Place curved rail in place, being
careful you do not bend the rail. It
should align in place naturally, if
not then you need to adjust, file...
until it does. Spike in place temporarily so you can solder rail to
straps. Solder rail to
strap sections.
Remove spike from
switch.
Move
switch to verify
alignment. Remove
switch and file down
ends where straps
and solder extend
out. Also file down,
round off, frog end,
"V" so that it is not
an abrupt bump.
Place switch back in
place and verify

center the MPA between the rails,
mark and drill a location hole in
the center of the strap through to
the sub-roadbed. Remove MPA
and drill a L" hole thought the subroadbed.
Using the template from the bottom side, align L' hole to template
hole (Tortoise Switch motor supplied), identify mounting screw
locations and make location bottom side of sub-roadbed. Drill
1/32" starter hole for mounting
screws.
Router L"hole in sub-roadbed to
allow for swing of rod in switch
motor to move MPA Mount rod in
switch motor. Note that if you are

Figure 8 - Completed closed-frog switch.

using non-standard rod, i.e., larger
diameter rod, you will need to drill
larger hole in switch motor for
mounting rod. Larger wire is used
to give more force on MPA.
Mount switch motor in place with
rod placed through hole in MPA.
Wire up switch motor (including
using contact to route power to
rails). Follow wire diagram supplied with Tortoise switch motor.
Drill hole to mount switch
(toggle)
Connect one side of AC transformer to 2 diodes, one forward (+) and one reverse (-).
Connect (+) to one outer end
side terminal of the toggle,
connect (-) to the other outer
end side terminal of the toggle. (Center terminal should
be empty)
Connect the center terminal
of the toggle to a pair of LEDs (red
and green connected up in parallel,
one forward bias and one reverse
bias). This will be used to indicate
the direction of the switch.
Connect the other end of the LEDs
to the switch motor drive terminal
(#4).
Connect the other end of the AC
transformer to the switch motor
drive terminal (#5).
Test for directional preference.
Start operating, enjoy.

KITBASH THAT TOMBSTONE COURTHOUSE
By Jeff Madden
Here's a version of a fairly simple kitbash from an HO
courthouse to an S scale warehouse or mill.
I started with the basic Tombstone Courthouse kit, formerly made by Heljan/ConCor. It should still be
around or you can find them at the swap meets.
Toss the roof parts (save in scrap bin) and use two roof
pairs from an HO (Revell) enginehouse or Superior
Bakery. As shown I used a pair from each. The bakery has the vents. I believe one pair has to be shortened to fit the courthouse roof measurements lengthwise. Note that the top angle pieces above the cornices
on the two peaked ends are from the Revell enginehouse kits. I also used these in the interior where the
roofs joined for support. I just used styrene to form
the flat roofs on the two bump-out sections.
The original base was discarded and about 3 scale S
feet of styrene was used to build the base up. Two
freight doors were trimmed out. The truck side
received a roll-up door from scraps, and the rail side

Above and below - note that "Revell" HO enginehouse
(or bakery) roofs fit pretty well with minor trimming.
Base is added all around (stone siding could be added,
some styrene scraps were used for interior bracing.

received two doors from the scrap bin glued in place
to simulate open sliding doors. Only one Grandt Line
people door was needed as shown on the truck side.
The rail-side platform is bashed from a Platicville passenger station platform. The truck side platform was
put together from the scrap bin including some stone
siding. The platform should be about 4' high. The
stairs at the side were from the scrap bin. The front
steps were built up from layered styrene. A couple of
windows were "bricked" in on the second level.
Painting: All parts painted prior to assembly. Brick
sides were dusted with Tuscan red and weathered.
Roofs were blasted Grimy Black; windows and doors
received a gray; base was concrete; wood deck
received roof brown paint. Windows could just as easily be green or Tuscan. I
The Tombstone courthouse is an amazing structure for
S kitbashing. I'm making a shortened version with
original roof into a schoolhouse. It's easy to imagine
the various mill buildings which could be constructed
using more than one kit.

Above - note roof peak is kept from enginehouse. Flat
styrene used on bump-out sections. Below - Only two
freight doors and 1 people door need to be cut in.

Last Run
Norm Schreiner
S gauge, and the Chicagoland
Association of S Gaugers in particular, has lost a good friend.
Norman Schreiner, the immediate
past president of CASG, passed
away March 22, at age 63, after a
series of health problems, primarily cancer. A member of the
CASG for many years, Norm was
a member of the NASG since
1988.

lar layout within CASG (those of
you attending the NASG convention will have the opportunity to
see these layouts and Norm's
work). He regularly participated

A few CASG members had the
opportunity to visit Norm at the
hospital the week before he
passed. He was comfortable and
talkative. He did tire easily, but
was in good spirits.
Prior to Norm serving admirably
as CASG president the past four
years, he was CASG treasurer.
He was instrumental in the formation of the CHASM standard
gauge modular group and later
the CLANG narrow gauge modu-

in shows with both groups, promoting S and the CASG.
Norm also owned Schreiner
Scale Models, manufacturing
resin kits for streamline passen-

ger cars, both full length and
shorty. His business also provided custom model building and
painting services. Norm did most
of the work on the Scenery
Unlimited display layout at
Heimburger House Publishing.
He and Don Heimburger built the
S gauge holiday layout that is
used by a Forest Park, Illinois
bank.
Norm is survived by his wife
Judy, his daughters Lisa Combs
and Robin, and his grand children, Jillian, Kyle and Ryan. The
family has requested any memorials be in the form of contributions to Walther Lutheran High
School in Melrose Park, Illinois.
Norm had served there for several years as a maintenance man.
Judy still teaches there.
Norm will be missed.
- prepared by Will Holt

ALL THE FLYER
YOU DESIRE!

BUY - SELL
The ore cars are here. SHS shorty 70-ton DM&IR ore cars are now available for S gaugers. The prototype is a 1952 car by Pressed Steel Car Co.
Many were still in service in 2000. The car is similar to other ore cars as
well. Besides the above other first run road names include: B&LE, BN, CN,
CP, GN, (red oxide or green), Milwaukee Road, SP, and UP (alum.). These
RTR cars are $39.95 for a single car and $179.95 for a set of 5.

MARK B. PREMAN
ENTERPRISES, INC.
P.O. Box 691895
ORLANDO, FL 32869-1895
407 345-8741
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Layout Preview - Dave Lull's

Naturally, structures hi light Dave
Lull's modest scale layout. Dave,
who is behind DSL shops, uses
many of the city type structures he
has made available over the years
as full buildings or fronts. You'll
recognize many of them such as
the Dime Store and the Sears bungalow. Left opposite top shows
Main Street which is a composite
of a Chicago suburban area adjacent to the CB&Q mainline. Bottom
opposite left shows industrial flats
made by Dave but not commercially available. Right is an aerial view
of a residential area created by
Dave using his row house apartments and bungalows. Below is
another overhead shot displaying
a small town scene including a Des
Plaines gas station. Dave's layout
will be one of the feature tour layouts at the NASG 2004 convention
in the Chicago area.

Above is Dave's plan of his layout from his website. Curves are tight (some at 22" R.), but with short cars and
small locos it makes a nice display and switching layout. Those with more space could easily adapt this layout
to one with larger radii. Naturally, Dave showcased his structures.

I have been building layouts for
about 40 years in various scales
and with various venues and
intents, but always sceneryfocused and with quantity of operation a close second priority. I am
an advocate of design, meaning
that I urge layout builders to
exhaustively do initial design (initial is most important) - design is
continual) before starting construction. I almost always incorporate a continuous run in my
designs, and suburban and industrial scenery.
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I basically model Berwyn, Illinois
in the late '50s. The final plan is
centered around the suburban
block. I sacrificed track and some
switching to allow for more scenic
elements. My plan is about 12' x
13'. The major design requirement
that I had to forego was access to
the window at the top of the plan.
The backdrop blocks part of the
window. I made part of it movable
to allow full light when needed.
I must point out that this layout
makes use of sharp radii (22" min-

imum and steep grades (about
2.5%). For the benchwork I used
L girder construction with 1/2"
Homasote layed directly on the
joists which are at 12" centers.
The facia will be 1x10 pine boards
- and yes I can curve them.
I am using Shinohara brand code
100 flex with HomaBed brand
homasote roadbed glued to the
homasote sheet. Elevated track
and roadbed is laid on 1/2" plywood supported by 1x4 risers.
- Dave Lull

Meet an S Gauger
Wally Collins
By Bill Fraley
Wally was married to Aldona Barr
on May 1st, 1954 and they moved
into a second floor apartment of a
three family house that he had purchased in Flatbush, Brooklyn,
New York. He had his two
invalid sisters move into the
modernized first floor. Not so
for the second floor which he
and his new wife moved into,
so with a Craftsman table saw
in the middle of the dining
room Wally spent the next
year modernizing the place.
Meanwhile his dear wife
knew Wally was dreaming of
someday having a model railroad. So for their first
Christmas she presented him
with an American Flyer set
that consisted of an Atlantic
locomotive and included a
small freight train set up with
one loop of track. Wally feels
that she lived to regret that
decision, because it got him
started on what she later
called an obsession. Between
building kitchen cabinets and tearing out walls he found an alcove
off the living room that became his
first layout, all American Flyer of
course. (At that point of time, he
had never heard of "scale.")

In those days Wally rode the subway to Wall Street near his law
office. In the underground subway
station at Newkirk Avenue Wally

discovered a little hobby shop and
also, to his surprise the old gent
had a stock of PermaBilt and
Superscale kits. That is when he
learned that there was another side
to 3/16th scale beside American
Flyer.

Now Wally was really hooked! But
there was very little Wally could
do in the house he was remodeling
except build a few kits, so, after his
two sons came along they began
thinking about escaping the "Big
City", especially since by then
Wally was a partner in his law
firm.
After about a year of hunting, they
discovered a nice development in
Oradell, New Jersey. His again
pregnant wife favored one of
the split-level models, but
Wally steered her to a ranch
type house, arguing that with
minor changes they could get
a laundry room on the living
level instead of the basement.
(Naturally it had a much larger basement) At that time, the
owner had enough of building,
so he sold them the lot and
recommended
a custom
builder. When they moved
into to their new home in
March 1959 all the living area
was nicely furnished, but the
very large basement was
empty, except for the furnace,
hot water tank and one light
bulb.
Wally loved to build things
and on his own he built a 14' x
30' playroom, an adjoining
wet bar and an 8' x8' office. At the
far end of the T shaped basement,
the top of the T, Wally kept an area
of about 25' x 32' completely
empty except or his power tools.
This was to be Wally's kingdom!
But not so fast! The
best laid plans of
mice and men, etc.
Before he could
begin the layout they
discovered they were
to add another member to the family, so
Wally very reluctantly gave up a big
chunk of his kingdom
for a fourth bedroom.
Another part went to
his new workshop, so
in the end, he had 13'
19

x 28 room for what was to become
his MIDLAND PACIFIC model
railroad.
Where did the MIDLAND PACIFIC RAILROAD idea come from?
Wally said that about that time he
came across a book "Fiddle Hill"
by James McCague, about fictional Fiddle Hill Railroad that ran a
hazardous hilly route between the
Pacific Midland and the Mountain
Central mainlines. It was a steam
only railroad, struggling to survive. It so intrigued Wally that all
this began taking shape in his
mind.
Then, just about at this time, he
met Dave Bulkin who was struggling to publish a mimeographed S
GAUGE HERALD. Wally and
Dave really hit it off well, and
Wally was fascinated about S scale
modeling, a subject that he knew
absolutely nothing about. Wally
saw this as a great learning opportunity and through Dave met a
great group of guys, and Wally
guesses that he became a cofounder of the N.E.S.G.A. (North

East S Gaugers
Association) and
more importantly he met Frank
Titman.
One day Dave
called Wally at
his office and
was very distraught. It seems
that he had been
producing the
Herald
using
mimeograph
machines and
the supplies of
his
father's
employer without permission,
and his father
found out about
it. Dave Bulkin's publishing career
came to an abrupt halt. Ouch!
What a disaster!

becoming the editor. Finally, he
talked to Dave and he was delighted, because he too wanted the [his]
S Gauge Herald to continue.

Wally spoke to his secretary,
Evelyn, and asked, since they
weren't real busy then, if she might
be willing to do some typing. Then
he approached Frank Titman about

The rest is history. In Wally's
words, "Frank was the brains and I
did the grunt work, getting it printed, mailed, tracking subscriptions
and [of course] paying the bills".

at the east end, climbs along the Cabin Creek Coal Tipple from
BTS with its extra details.
north wall, then loops around at
the west end and comes back at a
Wally protests that he is a terribly
higher level along the north wall,
slow worker and the Cabin Creek
then the east wall and then levels
off along the south wall at the 18 job took him about two months to
finish. Approaching 81, he says he
inch above zero level. There it
An aside: Along the way, in 1964
knows he will never "finish" but
splits some more. More details
Wally left his law firm an became
sees no need to hurry. It is the
about the pike will come in a
Vice President, Secretary and chief
making it that he enjoys. He does
legal officer of what later became
future article.
appreciate SHS ready to run, howNorth American Philips Corp. The
ever, as it lets him add rolling
Trackwork is about 90% complete
year Wally joined Philips their
stock while permitting time to
annual sales were around $5 mil- but his work on scenery has been
work on scenery. He looks at his
sporadic because of work and famlion; when he retired in 1988 they
storage closet with well over a
passed $5 billion and were #70 on
ily pressures. Because of access
difficulty he has started at the farhundred
Kinsman,
Regal,
the Fortune 500 list of Industrials.
American Models, Pacific Rail,
thest parts and worked inward. A
etc., kits sitting neatly in their
lot has been done on one end but
The year Wally retired, he was
boxes and wonders what he should
the rest is mighty bare.
asked to run and was elected to the
do with them!
Borough Council in Oradell and
On the west end top level sits the
also became Police Commissioner,
But he insists Model Railroading
coal mine area with Frank's Lehigh
positions he held for the next nine
is Fun.
Valley Models breaker, mine head,
years, having been reelected twice
power house, etc and next to it the
unopposed. Wally tells us this to
explain why he made so little
progress on his MIDLAND
PACIFIC RAILROAD.
For the next 18 years Frank, Wally,
Evelyn and Frank's wife, Floss,
(while she lived), worked very
hard for one purpose, to promote S
scale.

Getting back to model railroading,
Wally talked to Frank Titman in
the early 1960s about what he
visualized as a model railroad.
Wally wanted a double track mainline that would permit continuous
operation but have branch lines
run to Fiddle hill. Wally had started converting a bunch of American
Flyer hoppers per Bernie Thomas'
articles in the Herald. Wally lettered them for the Fiddle Hill
Railroad.

MIDLAND PACIFIC

Our busy Publisher, Wally Collins, occasionally takes
time out to work on his slowly growing railroad. As evidenced by these photos, Wally is a meticulous'model builder,
and he loves detail. Ha has made a number of beautiful
models which we will somehow persuade him to reveal through
his"excellent photography.

However, Frank didn't think that
was a dignified name for a railroad, so Wally agreed to a change.
Wally planned it for one of the
main lines that connected to Fiddle
Hill but it came out backwards.
Wally's custom decals came back
as Midland Pacific instead of
Pacific Midland, but the name
stuck throughout all these years.
Frank Titman designed a track
plan that Wally absolutely loved. It
has the double track main line circling the walls with a ten track
double-end yard and engine service area inside. A branch that starts

THIS OLD WEATHER-BEATEN WOODEN ORE BIN WITH A 5' PORTION OP ZIP TEXTURED
SCENERY AS A BACKGROUND MAKES A BEAUTIFUL SETTING FOR THAT 0-4-OT.
WALLY'S 12 YEAR OLD SON BUILT THIS CHDER POP'S WATCHFUL EYE AS A SCHOOL
PROJECT WHICH JDST "HAPPENED" TO BE IN 3/16" SCALE, P.V.SW. HOPPER CAR
WAS BUILT BY JOHN BORTZ AND TRADED FOR MIDLAND PACIFIC HOPPER.
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50 REASONS TO ATTEND PUGET SOUND 2004
1. ATTEND THE NATIONAL TRAIN SHOW, NORTH AMERICA'S
LARGEST MODEL RAILROAD BOURSE.

26.

TELL MANUFACTURERS WHAT YOU WOULD BUY IN THEY
JUST MADE IT.

2. VIEW BSNF TRAINS ON THE PUGET SOUND SHORELINE
FROM SHIPBOARD.

27.

SEE ART KNOWLES' CIRCULAR AMERICAN FLYER
PORTABLE LAYOUT.

3. RIDE THE MOUNT RAINIER SCENIC RAILROAD BEHIND A
GEARED STEAM LOCOMOTIVE.

28.

SEE ART KNOWLES' OTHER HOME AF LAYOUT THAT is

4. YOU CAN TELL YOUR FRIENDS THAT YOU ATTENDED NASG'S
FIRST-EVER REGIONAL CONVENTION.

29. VISIT Russ ROBERT'S TINPLATE HOME LAYOUT.

5. SEE THE DOOR TO THE ROOM WHERE THE RUSS MOBLEY
MEMORIAL LIBRARY RESIDES.
6. RIDE A 71A-iNCH GAUGE LIVE STEAM RAILROAD THROUGH A
RAIN FOREST.
7.

ENJOY NORMALLY COOL JULY TEMPERATURES IN TACOMA

(MID 70's).
8. VISIT THE A.C. GILBERT DISCOVERY VILLAGE AT SALEM,
OREGON, ON YOUR WAY TO TACOMA.

NOT CIRCULAR OR PORTABLE.

30.

SEE THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN HI-RAILER'S "LOOKOUT
JUNCTION" LAYOUT AT THE NATIONAL TRAIN SHOW.

31. ON YOUR OWN, VISIT A FABULOUS "HO" LAYOUT AT THE
WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, OR TACOMA'S
NEW MUSEUM OF GLASS (NEXT DOOR).
32. RIDE BEHIND A 1915 BALDWIN 2-8-2 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
ON THE CHEHALIS-CENTRALIA RAILROAD.
33.

VISIT BRIAN ELLERBY'S SUPERB SN3 HOME LAYOUT.

34.

SEE THE NORTHWEST S SCALERS' 28-FOOT LONG, SINGLE
SIDED SCALE LAYOUT AT THE HOTEL.

10. BUY OLD AMERICAN FLYER TRAINS FROM CONVENTION SWAP
MEET VENDORS.

35.

EAT A MEAL ON A TRAIN.

36.

EAT A MEAL ON A BOAT.

11. SEE WHAT NEW "HO" AND "O" PRODUCTS AT THE
NATIONAL TRAIN SHOW MIGHT BE ADAPTABLE TO "S".

37. WATCH BNSF, UP AND AMTRAK TRAINS AT CENTRALIA'S
CLASSIC BRICK STATION.

12. WATCH THE SUNRISE OVER SNOW-CAPPED MOUNT RAINIER.

38.

VISIT THE S-HELPER SERVICE CREW AT THE NATIONAL
TRAIN SHOW.

14. BUY ONLY FOUR MEALS BETWEEN SATURDAY LUNCH AND
THURSDAY LUNCH BECAUSE ALL OTHERS ARE INCLUDED IN
HOTEL AND CONVENTION PACKAGES.

39.

WATCH FROM YOUR HOTEL WINDOW THE BLUE, GREEN
AND WHITE BOMBARDIER BI-LEVEL COMMUTER COACHES
ON "SOUNDER" TRAINS.

15. LISTEN TO STEAM WHISTLES WHILE ENJOYING A PICNIC DINNER

40.

9. VISIT PAUL SCOLES' WORLD CLASS SNB LAYOUT.

13. WATCH THE SUNSET OVER PUGET SOUND.

RIDE TACOMA'S LESS-THAN-A-YEAR-OLD LIGHT RAIL LINE
FOR FREE.

AT THE KlTSAP LlVE STEAMERS.

16. VISIT DON OLSON'S FABULOUS AMERICAN FLYER
COLLECTION.

41. ATTEND A VARIETY OF INTERESTING CLINICS.
BETTER YET, GIVE A CLINIC.

17. SEE THE 1:1 SCALE LOCOMOTIVE PAINT BOOTH AT
COAST ENGINE & EQUIPMENT COMPANY.

42.

VISIT DENNIS TICHI'S AMERICAN FLYER HOME LAYOUT.

43.

SEE THE BAY AREA S SCALERS' PORTABLE LAYOUT AT THE
NATIONAL TRAIN SHOW.

1 9. VISIT ANTIQUE MALLS IN DOWNTOWN CENTRALIA
(RON LEVENTON'S RETAIL OUTLET is IN ONE OF THEM).

44.

PROMOTE YOUR CLUB'S BID FOR A FUTURE S-WEST
REGIONAL CONVENTION.

20. TRY YOUR HAND AT SWITCHING ON NASG's
PORTABLE LAYOUT.

45.

TAKE THE KIDS TO THE POINT DEFIANCE Zoo AND
AQUARIUM, OR TO NORTHWEST TREK.

21. BUY A "2004" NUMBERED SOUVENIR CONVENTION CAR.

46.

VISIT BOB KIMBALL'S TINPLATE HOME LAYOUT.

22.

47.

TOUR SEATTLE, RIDE THE MONORAIL, VISIT THE SPACE
NEEDLE, EXPLORE THE WATERFRONT.

48.

RIDE OUR TOUR BUS ACROSS THE FAMOUS TACOMA
NARROWS BRIDGE.

24. WATCH AMTRAK CASCADES TALGO TRAINS (six A DAY)
21/2 BLOCKS FROM THE HOTEL.

49.

You DON'T HAVE TO RENT A CAR TO SEE THE CONVENTION,

25.

50.

18. SEE IESGAPN'S HI-RAIL PORTABLE LAYOUT.

BUY THREE DIFFERENT PROTOTYPE-NUMBERED CONVENTION
CARS: MILWAUKEE ROAD'S OPEN-SIDED "PEEK-A-BOO"
GONDOLAS WITH CHOICE OF LOG OR PIPE LOAD.

23. VISIT DICK KARNES' S SCALE LAYOUT.
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EAT A FREE BREAKFAST EACH MORNING THAT YOU STAY
AT LA QUINTA INN.

THERE ARE NO DRIVE-YOURSELF TOURS.

PLAN WHAT AN NASG REGIONAL CONVENTION COULD BE
LIKE IN YOUR AREA.

"Where We Make Tasty Sandwiches Of Your Club News"

THE CLUB SANDWICH
By Dave Pool
he Bristol S Gangers (BSG)
planned to attend and set up
their layout at the Greenberg
Toy & Train Show, Wilmington,
MA. in the end of March. Doug
Peck edits the newsletter issues
and coordinates the club activities.
The club set up and operated their
layout at the two day train show in
early February at the Big E
Fairgrounds, West Springfield,
MA. This show is held in no less
that three large buildings, and has
grown over past years.

T

he Maine S Gangers (MSG)
T
have celebrated their first year
of newsletters and organized activities. The January 2004 issue is the
one year anniversary of the club
organized activities. Tom Stoltz
hosted the first meeting where
those attending could try out samples of S gauge turnouts that he
was building. The club members
held their February, 2004 meeting
at the train show held at the
Augusta Armory. Member Jon
Bailey had a table at the show and
the members met there to coordinate their future club activities.
Walt Ladd, a member and friend of
the club past away on Jan. 3. The
March meeting of the MSG was
held at the home of George
Marcopulos, in Rockport, ME.
he Canadien
S Scale
T
Quarterly (CSSQ) had a
recent newsletter issue edited by
Ken Garber. Manfred Lesser,
London, ON. is the overall editor,
but each issue is assembled by a
different club member.
Alex
Binkley, Ottawa, ON. receives letters, product reviews, prototype
information, etc. that is used in the
newsletter issues.
Alex and
Manfred edit the various articles
and information that is submitted
for the newsletter issues. Ken
Garber has joined the ranks of our
favorite gauge, when after 20 years

of modeling in HO he changed to
S. He is building a layout modeled
after the Essex Terminal RR. One
feature of the layout will be the
bridge over the CP/CN CASO tunnel cut. The CSSQ was formed in
1991 after a meeting of several S
scale modelers at the NASG
Convention in Syracuse, N.Y.
Paul Raham coordinated the writing and distribution of the newsletter and after eight years Joe Pereira
took over as the editor/coordinator.
Various members presently help in
the formulation and distribution of
the club newsletter, including
Charles Hicks, Alex Binkley, and
Manfred Lesser. Denis Fortier
wrote a description of the CSSQ
beginnings and growth that was
included in a recent issue.
he Conn. S Gangers (CSG)
T
set up their modular layout at
the Cheshire High School Ram
Band Train Show, held at the high
school in Cheshire, CT.
Steve
Kutash, club V.P. and module coordinator organized the set up along
with club President Bill Fuhrman.
The club set up their layout at the
Housatonic Model Railway Club
Train Show the following weekend
in Fairfield, CT.
Member Al
Marotta helped set up and operate
with two new straight modules that
he has recently constructed. It was
a first time operation of Al's modules and they worked as planned.
In early April the CSG plans to set
up and operate their layout at the
Jonathon Law H.S. Train Show,
Milford, CT.
Member Bob
Comstock hosted the club in April
at his home in Middletown, CT.
Larry Hally is planning to hold the
May meeting of the club at his
home in Branford, CT. on May 15.
Craig O'Connell edits and distributes the club newsletter. Your column editor is the club treasurer.

he Western N.Y. S Scale
T
Assoc. (WNYSSA) held two
work sessions where track ballasting was done on the club modules.
The club met at the home of Gregg
Mummert in January. The activities of the group have been coordinated by Gregg and the membership has grown to 25 members.
Bud Rindfleisch volunteered to
schedule meetings, and Ron Kemp
agreed to edit the newsletter.
Gregg will continue to be the club
treasurer but the group is looking
for a member to be Show
Coordinator. The club recently set
up and operated their layout at the
TTOS two-day train show. The
layout includes American Models
track with real granite roadbed.
New members recently joining the
club include Jack Barlow, Dan
Malkiewicz, and Herb Schuel.
Member Don Webster hosted the
WNYSSA February meeting in
Derby, N.Y. Apparently N.Y. State
road signs do not recognize Derby,
but state Evans Highland on the
lake. Harry Morath hosted the
March club meeting. Club members attended the WNYRHS Train
Show at the Agri-Center, Erie
Fairgrounds, Hamburg, N.Y. on
Feb. 29, and met for lunch at the
show.
he Rochester Area S Gangers
T
(RASG)
provided corner
modules for a layout operated at
the Blaisdell Inn, near Buffalo,
N.Y. in late January. The club set
up the layout with the WNYSSA.
This was the first time the two
clubs combined efforts and modules constructed to S-Mod
Standards to operate a layout at a
show. The RASG set up and operated a layout at Logan's Party
House, Henrietta, N.Y. in early
_March. The club planned to display a layout at the RIT Train
Show, Student Union, Henrietta,
N.Y. on March 21 and on April 4
at the GSME Show, Batavia
Downs, Batavia, N.Y. Member
Charles Smith, Pittsford, N.Y. provided information on the club
activities.
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he South Jersey S Gaugers
he North Penn S Gaugers
T
(SJSG) hold their regular
T
(NPSG) suffered a serious setmeetings at the Stratford, N.J.
back when Secretary Glenn Ritter
Senior Center. In addition to the
regular meetings, the club sponsors "Play Trains" meetings oftentimes held at members homes or
places of field trips for the club.
Member Don McGinnis is holding
construction sessions to convert
his HO layout to S scale. Wayne
Schneyer planned to host a play
trains meeting at his home in April.
The Waybill is the club newsletter,
and Mike McConnell is the acting
editor. A recent issue included a
description of the B & O Museum
roundhouse collapse in February,
2003. Repairs are underway but
the repairs are extensive and time
consuming. The SJSG set up and
displayed their layout at the
Greenberg Train Show, Ft.
Washington, PA. on Feb. 14 -15.
Hank Worrell is President; Mike
McConnell, V.P.; Joe Sullivan,
Sec'ty.; Joe Balcer, Treas.; and Jim
Oliver, Asst. Treas.
he Roundtable is the official
T
newsletter of the Lehigh
Valley S Gaugers (LVSG). Your
column editor received a copy on
Feb. 14, and for a fleeting moment
thought that one of the newsletter
columnists, Lottie Steamchester
was sending a personal note. Alas,
it was the newsletter packed with S
gauge information and news of the
LVSG club activities. Bill Fraley
edits the newsletter and a recent
issue included a description of
member Jamie Bothwell's trip
across Canada by rail. Club member John Foley and his grandson
Colin, have operated a layout with
DCC at the Toys for Tots Train
exhibit in Bethlehem, PA. Mike
Pragheimer set up a small AF layout at the exhibit. Jamie Bothwell
hosted the February club meeting
with a clinic on building turnouts
and bench work. John Foley hosted the club in March in Pottsville,
Pa., and Bill Fraley was to host in
April when the club annual secret
project meeting will be held.
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was involved in a devastating auto
accident recently. Glenn was driving when he was confronted with
another vehicle head-on and
involved in a very damaging crash.
Glenn was hospitalized at the
Lehigh Valley Hospital Trauma
Center taken there by helicopter
after the accident. Glenn suffered
a collapsed lung, and required
knee surgery as a result of the accident. His heel was crushed and
required rebuilding after the
swelling was brought down.
Glenn will require use of a walker
to allow healing of the knee and
heel. He is recuperating at home
and club members and all who
know or knew of him wish Glenn a
safe and good recovery.
he Neshaminy Valley AF
T
Club (NVAFC) held their 164
th meeting at the home of Susan &
Jim Duffy. Jim ran up to seven
trains operating on his layout without the benefit of DCC. The club
members are planning a social
meeting in April at a restaurant or
similar place. Phils Tavern and the
Willow Inn are two places being
considered for the get together.
Jerry & Theresa Hillier held the
club meeting at their home on
February 13. Member Joe &
Nancy Fisher hosted the NVAFC
on March 12 for their monthly
meeting. Paul Fenn is coordinating the construction of modules at
his factory. The 14 th anniversary
meeting of the club is scheduled
for May 14, and will be at the
home of Mike Hudek. The club is
planning a dinner for Friday June
11, with details to be arranged.
'"phe Baltimore Area AF Club
1 (BAAFC) held their February
meeting at the home of Ken Carter.
Prior to the meeting, the club
members visited the Western
Maryland Historical Society where
Ken arranged for the visit. The
turnout for the meeting and
Historical Society visit was good,
with 28 members attending. The

club's visit and layout set up at the
Johns Hopkins Hospital was very
successful. A large 22 ft. x 20 ft.
layout was set up in the main hospital lobby/corridor. A small
portable layout was brought to
several patient's rooms in the event
that the patient could not travel to
the main floor where the large layout was displayed and operated.
The club met at the home of member Bob Holtz, in Westminster,
MD. for their March meeting. The
BAAFC set up and operated their
layout at the TTOS Swap Meet,
held on March 14, in Earleigh
Heights, MD. The club attended
and helped to set up a very large
operating layout at an S-South
Mini Meet, held in Bon Aire, VA.
on March 6. The purpose of the
event was to set up and operate a
very large layout, and the Atlantic
Coast S Gaugers (ACSG) had
several of their divisions attending
and coordinating the event. The
BAAFC had several modules that
were set up as part of the layout at
the event. Member Ron Oktavec
was scheduled to hoast the April
meeting of the club, and Monte
Heppe is scheduled to hold the
meeting at his home in Pasadena,
MD. Ron Kolb coordinates the
club activities and edits the club
newsletter.
he ACSG held a meet in Bon
T
Air, VA., on March 6, and
members were present from the
Washington & Old Dominion,
Virginia Central, Tidewater, and
Carolinas Divisions along with the
BAAFC. The Georgia Div. Was
having a train show in Atlanta on
the same weekend. Setup began
on Friday evening and at this time
the layout was basically totally
assembled. There were 77 modules, including two 2- foot bridge
modules in the layout, that was
set up in the form of a "C". The
Richmond, Fredericksburg, &
Potomoc S Sealers set up a layout
in the center of the "C" shaped layout. Trains were run using a multiple block system so as many as
seven trains were operated at the
same time. The longest train run

was a 98.5 car one pulled by an AF
No. 336 loco with a large motor.
The half car was a single truck
caboose ( a-la the Walthers Oscar
built by Steve Blancard). Joseph
Haenn reported on the event,
which was organized by Wayne
Beachy and Mike Myers. The
Atlantic Coast S Gaugers has a
good friend and member Joseph
Haenn who operates Joe's Train
Repair in Rougemont, NC.
'T'he Suncoast AF Enthusiasts
1 (SAFE) organized and held
their own train show in December
in the Knights of Columbus Hall,
Pinellas Park, FL. The January
meeting of the club was held at the
home of Judy and Louis Blithe
were daughters Rachel & Sarah
helped host the meeting.
Lynn
and Marsha Keiter hosted the club
meeting in Tampa, FL. in
February. Anna Spinella and her
husband held the March club
meeting at their home in Tampa,
FL.
Anna ably edits the club
newsletter, The Flyer. April 1 was
the date of the SAFE Nationals,
train races. This year it was held at
Frank's Toys and Hobbies and it is
always a popular event with the
members attending and competing
in the various categories ( all S
gauge).
he Southeastern Michigan S
T
Gaugers (SMSG) held their
January meeting at the home of
Tom Hess.
Ron Bashista of
American Models attended the
meeting with his son Zach and
they brought along two of the new
General Electric U25B diesel
locos that were run on the host's
layout with out mishap. The locos
ran flawlessly, and every one was
impressed. GE built 476 full sized
U25B locos from 1960 to 1966.
Tom's layout is quite extensive,
and the host had three loops of
track operational for the meeting.
The February meeting was held at
the home of Jerry Poniatowski, in
Wayne, MI. The club welcomed
new members Greg Thole and Jim
Hockenberger. Because of the size
of the club and the number of

members attending meetings the
possibility of having them at a
local library meeting room, local
bank conference room, or civic
center meeting room is being considered.
The club has 34 paid
members for the current year. The
club set up and operated their modular layout at the Saline H.S. as
sponsored by the Ann Arbor
Model RR Club on February 1415. The club members are working on new modules for use in the
display layout.
The March meeting of the SMSG
was held at the home of Bob
Stelmach in Oxford, MI. Member
Bob Pardington set up and operated a display layout at the Ypsi
Depot Days event on March
20,2004. Dale Baker is President
of the club; Sig Fleischmann,
Treasurer; Jerry Poniatowski,
Secretary; and there are two members at large: Ken Garber & Tom
Hawley.
he Northern Ohio S Sealers
T
(NOSS) held their January
meeting at the home of Jack and
Sharon Sudimak in Medina, OH.
The club members are working on
building S modules that can be
assembled and operated at the
Spring S Spree in Columbus as
sponsored and organized this year
by the Central Ohio S Gaugers
(COSG). The event will be on
April 30-May 2, 2004 at the
Holiday Inn East, Columbus, OH.
Ed Kirstatter hosted the club meeting in February, in Cuyahoga Falls,
OH. The host has a great HO layout, according to the NOSS
newsletter. Members of the club
attended what was billed as the
largest two day Model RR Show
and Flea Market in Ohio, held on
March 20/21 at the Lakeland
Community College, Kirtland,
OH. The show was sponsored by
the local club of the NMRA, and
the Cuyahoga Valley S Gaugers
(CVSG) set up and operated their
S scale and AF layouts at the
event.

he Central Ohio S Gaugers
(COSG) are busy planning and
T
coordinating the upcoming Spring
S Spree. The event will have as a
show car the 1948 Timken "Roller
Bearing" Boxcar. This car was fitted with Timken roller bearings
and used to test and advertise the
free rolling boxcar on the roller
bearings. The S gauge model for
the show will be supplied by
American Models. The car body is
yellow and white with a black
roof. It will be sold in scale or hirail versions. David and Liz Stilp
hosted the club for their February
meeting in Lewis Center, OH.
Rob and Lynn Berridge hosted the
club for their March meeting in
Hilliard, OH. The April meeting
was held at the offices and shop of
Rocky Fork Printing, Gahanna,
OH. Alan Evans and Jeff Link will
host the event.
The COSG
brought their layout to the
Greenberg Toy & Train Show in
mid-March, and the Springfield
Train Show in early April. The
layout will also be operating at the
Spring S Spree.
COSG member Art Lofton slipped
on ice and broke his wrist in two
places when he was going to pick
up the club's layout trailer. Art
went to the emergency room and
called members of the club to pick
up the van and trailer with the layout bound for a train show. The
Spring S Spree Timkin boxcar
project involved various members
of the COSG who all pitched in to
help bring about the unusual car.
Members Tom Brinker (photos and
permission from Timkin), John
Frazier, Jeff Link ( graphics generation and transmission to Amer.
Models), Alan Evans(coordinated
the order with AM), Sam Williams
(a genuine Timkin alumnus), John
Gaffney (cost and revenue projections), and Ron Bashista of
American Models were all thanked
by the club president Larry
Robertson.
he Cuyahoga Valley S
T
Gaugers (CVSG) held their
January meeting at the home of
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Sharon and Jack Sudimak, in
Medina, OH.
The club has
received several requests for display of their S layouts. Organizers
of the Railroad in the Park program at the Lake Farm Park,
Kirtland, OH, have invited the
club for their event on May 1-2.
Because of other commitments the
club will not be displaying any
layout at the RR in the Park program this year. The Boy Scouts of
America have invited the club to
display their h-rail layout at the
Lorain County Fairgrounds in
Wellington in October. This might
be a conflict with the NMRA Div.
Train Meet in Berea, but planning
will have to be done. The March
meeting was the club's annual one
with elections and was held at the
home of Chuck Fonda, in
Beachwood. Marty Lydecker was
scheduled to host the April meeting of the club in North Royalton.
Lee McCarty is the club president
and coordinator.
he Miami Valley S Gaugers
(MVSG) met informally at the
home of Chris and Beth Burger's
home inearly January. Tony Garza
brought a Marx set that he is converting to S gauge (way to go) and
it was operated on the hosts layout.
Plans for the 2005 S Spree that the
club will organize were discussed.
Possible Spree car logo would be
the Ivory Soap product. Norman
Haas is the club recording secretary and he has been down loading
AF catalogs from the web. He
explained how to locate and obtain
the catalogs on the web. Beth
Burger and Margo White volunteered toserve on the Convention
Car Committee for the 2005
Spring S Spree. The club set up
and operated their layout at the
Feb. 7-8 GATS Train Show at the
Ohio
Exposition
Center,
Columbus, OH. A meeting of the
members attending the show was
held, and the nominating committee consisting of Rick Smith, Tony
Garza, and Dennie White presented a slate of officers for the club
members to consider and approve.
Outcome of the elections was not

T
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available. The March meeting of
the club was held at the home of
Tom and Ila Hartrum, in Huber
Heights, OH. The MVSG met at
the home of Dennie White, in
Beaverbrook, OH. For their April
meeting. The club has signed a
contract for the 2005 Spring S
Spree with the Dayton Mall
Holiday Inn. Beth Burger is in
charge of the banquet planning for
the event. A suitable speaker will
be obtained for the banquet. The
club will be setting up their layout
at the 2004 S Spring Spree at the
Holiday Inn, Columbus, OH.
he Badgerland S Gaugers
T
(BSG) sponsored and organized swap meets will be moved to
a new location next fall. Presently
held at the Waukesha Expo Center
4-H Building. The new location
will offer a food concession and
better rental costs. The new location will be at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, Greenfield, WL,
and will be announced at the last
show this spring.. The February
meeting was held at the Channel
10/36 Studios, Milwaukee, WI.
Dave Baule (producer of Tracks
Ahead PBS series) organized the
meeting. The club set up and operated two layouts at the Mad City
Train Show, including the modular
system layout measuring 14 ft. x
34 ft. long. A separate hi-rail layout measuring 8 ft. x 16 ft. was
also set up which was 34 inches
high, making it easy for smaller
visitors to enjoy. In addition, there
was an information center which
included lots of flyers and paperwork that was distributed to attendees of the show describing S
gauge and trains available. The
show was organized by the South
Central Wisconsin Div. of the
NMRA. Club members are planning the Fall S Fest with event car,
The car will be a Milwaukee Road
bulk ice reefer as to be made by S
Helper Service. Member Roy
Meissner hosted the March meeting at his home in Merton, WI.
Member Steve Jones has moved to
Ogden, UT Steve was a valuable
member of the club and set up and

maintained the website of the
BSG. Steve can provide support
long distance, although his physical presence will be missed. Don
Westby will act as the club's web
site liaison to Steve Jones at his
new location. Richard Eveleth of
Highland Park, IL. applied for
membership in the club. He is a
member of the NMRA and the
NASG, and he was voted upon at
the March meeting. The club has
members in four other states than
Wisconsin and one member in
England. The club has over 66
members in various locations.
Ron Schlicht ably edits the club
newsletter. Club president is Dave
Smukowski; Jeff Madden, V.P.;
Jeffrey Young, Treasurer; Ron
Schlicht, Sect'y./Editor. The club
has a Board of Directors and a
five-member module committee.
he AF S Gaugers of the St.
T
Louis Area (AFSGSLA) held
a meeting at the home of Barry
Dolan in the Bel-Ridge area of St.
Louis , MO. On February 6. Marc
Brabb served as the co-host for the
meeting. Barry coordinates the
delivery, set up and operation of
the club portable layout at various
locations during the year. On
Saturday feb. 28 the club held a
post Fall S Fest Dinner party at the
Holiday Inn, Westport.
The
evening was planned as a fun filled
evening for members and their
wives or significant others as a
"thank you" for the work done to
make the Fall S Fest a success.
Member Paul Wehrle held the
March meeting at his home in
Ballwin, MO. A double helix S
layout was set up at the GATS
Train Show, Wentzville, MO. on
Jan. 31/Feb. 1 as coordinated by
Barry Dolan. La Nel Zbaren, wife
of club member Robert Zbaren and
mother of Randy Zbaren passed
away on Jan. 25. A friend of the
club members, Dave Schwartz
died on Christmas eve after a battle with cancer. The club extended
sympathy to the friends and family
members of the deceased . Gary
Mueller ably edits the club
newsletter, and moe Berk co-ordi-

nates the club activities.
he Inland Empire S Gangers
T
Assoc.
of the
Pacific
Northwest (IESGAPN) held their
annual banquet at the Coeur
d'Alene Casino with 15 members
and friends attending. Lavette
Carpenter contributed to the table
center pieces for the event. The
club is in the process of planning
patches for shirts for the members.
Bob Beshore is obtaining information on the purchase of the patches.
The February club meeting was
held at a train meet at the SCC
Cafeteria, Spokane, WA. The
March meeting of the club was
held at the Paiouse Empire RR
Show & Swap Meet, at the
Beasley Performing Arts Museum
in the Wash. State University
Campus, Pullman, WA. The club
meeting in February was so well
attended that it was decided to hold
the March meeting at another train
show. The April meeting was
scheduled to be held at the home of
Jess Bennett in Sandpoint, ID. The
IESGAPN set up their portable
layout at the GATS Train Show,
Spokane, WA on March 6/7. Jon
Kettner edit's the S Train Rail,
newsletter publication of the club.
he Rocky Mountain HiT
Railers (RMHR) met at the
Boise City Government buildings
where they can set up and work on
their S layout, named the Lookout
Junction. A meeting of the club
was held in mid-January and
another on Feb. 21 to work on the
layout and plan the future events of
the club. The club is planning on
bringing their layout to the
National Train Show in July, in
Seattle, WA. Club coordinator
John Eichmann was advised by the
Boise Depot Manager, Georgia
Marshall, that the Boise Depot
Celebration would not be held this
year. This annual event was one of
the favorite events on the club's
calendar, and their layout was
appreciated by thousands of visitors. The mayor of Boise would
come and operate S gauge trains at
the event. The RMHR is planning

to set up and operate their layout at
the GATS Train Show to be held at
.the Western Idaho Fairgrounds on
June 25/26. Sam Rapp, an important and active member of the club
will retire from his job at the City
of Boise, and move to Tekoa, WA.
John Eichmann met Sam at the
Boise City Hall 20 years ago, but
the two became close friends when
they both worked in the same
department. Sam was a former
HO modeler and fan of the C & O
RR, a favorite with John. Sam
offered the use of the Boise City
shop for the Lookout Junction
work place. It was cleared with
the then-mayor, and succeeding
mayors, and has worked as a good
place for the club to set up and
work on their layout. Sam was
involved in the design and production of the can motor conversions
developed for AF steam locos and
the Baldwin and Alco diesels by Sn-S Trains. The members of the
club will miss the support and
effort that Sam provided for the
club projects.

months of chemotherapy. The
-club .members wished Arden a
good treatment and recovery.
Notes and e-mails are welcomed
by Arden during his treatment
period. The BASS plan to bring
their modular layout to the NMRA
National Train Show in Seattle,
WA. in July. The layout will be
brought to Seattle by Lee Johnson,
and members are being organized
to set up and take down the layout.
Present plans are to not set up the
layout at the NASG Regional
Convention after the NMRA event.
Your column editor wishes to
thank those clubs and individuals that submit information on
the activities and events that you
attend and organize. Please sne
mewsletters and information for
the column to: Dave Pool, 11
Bittersweet Trail, Wilton, CT.,
06897-3902
or e-mail
at
ndpool@juno.com.

ember Bill Roberts coordiM
nates the module activities of
the Bay Area S Sealers (BASS).
Lee Johnson coordinates
the activities of the club,
and Barney Daehler
edits and distributes the
Bass Waybill, newsletter
of the club. Bill Roberts
hosted the club for their
March meeting, in San
Francisco, CA. The club
members attending got
to enjoy the hosts layout
and run trains. The club
recently welcomed new
member Edward E.
Davis, from Stockton,
CA. John Rolston was
the lucky recipient of the
layout given away by
Barney Daehler. The
layout was moved to
Sonoma, CA. where it
will be assembled and
put to good use. Arden
Goehring is being treated for multiple myeloma
and it involves about six

July 28 - August 1, 2004
Arlington Heights, Illinois
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EXTRA BOARD
FIRE DAMAGES WORKSHOP

The Prototype S Parts workshop
operated by Ladd Houda burned
several months ago destroying
many of the master patterns and
some inventory. He says he is
determined to rebuild the workshop and remake the patterns that
were destroyed as well as produce
the new "basic kit" of roof, ends
and floor for the Laser Horizon
sides. Hopefully, he is well on his
way to having some of it done by
now, but I think patience is in
order.
- Billy Click
QUIZ ANSWERS

-Penn Creek Valley, Sam Powell
-Berkshire Central, Tom Coughlan
(deceased)
-Tinplate Road, Ernie Horr (dec.)
-Lehigh & Western, Dave Heine
-Atlantic & Pacific, Russ Mobley
(dec.)
-Kentucky Road, John Beck
-Kaw Valley, Mike Fyten
-Pennypack Valley & Western,
John Bortz
-Great Northern Pacific, Jess
Bennett
-Delaware & Western, Frank
Titman
-Jefferson Central, Bill Fraley
-Buffalo Creek & Valley, Brooks
Stover
-Tignish & Delta, Richard
Arsenault
Spiral Hill, Frank Titman
Root River & Southern, Dick
Kloes
-Penn Western, Roy Hoffman
-Charlestown & Pattiville, Charlie
Bettinger
-Belmont
Lines,
Richard
Houghton (dec.)

coordinate the "new" S SIG.
According to Richard the SIG purpose is to bring together fellow
NMRA S/Sn-scale model railroaders in hopes of generating a greater
interests in l/64th scale modeling.
A bi-monthly newsletter will be
called the l/64th-scale Corner.
There will be an annual dues structure. The Sig Coordinator is
Richard
Bendever,
NMRA
#079510, P.O. Box 56, Somerville,
NJ 08876, phone - 908-927-9347,
email: REBendever@Drbens.com
(temporary).
According to
Richard he has a temporary page at
http://debenllc.com/l-64th-scaleSIG.htm until there is official
NMRA approval. Those interested
will be contacted after this.
A little history from Lee
Johnson: There have been 3 different S scale NMRA SIGS prior
to now, so the stories of each get
mixed up with the others.
Ken Mackenzie wrote, edited, and
published the Essence which was
the monthly newsletter for an S
scale NMRA SIG which he started.
The first issue is dated September
1985, and the last issue is dated
February 1988. The SIG was terminated when Ken passed away.

NMRA ESTAB-

I do not remember the exact dates,
but for a few years the NASG purchased membership in the NMRA
and became listed as a SIG. The
NMRA SIG coordinator received
complimentary issues of the
Dispatch as the SIG's newsletter.
Although Ken Mackenzie's S scale
SIG pre-dated the NASG SIG,
there was an overlap of both SIGs
existing at the same time. Due to
an oversight and no follow-up,
NASG stopped paying the NMRA
dues, and the NASG SIG was
dropped. - Lee Johnson

An S SIG (Special Interest Group)
of the NMRA has been established
by Richard Bendever, editor of the
S/Sn3 Modeling Guide. Originally,
the NASG was going to be the
conduit, but Richard stepped in
and volunteered to establish and

The third S SIG was the Modern
Prototype "S"cale Modelers one
coordinated by Dave Bailey. It
seems this SIG sort of died out a
few years ago, again due to lack of
follow up. - Bill Roberts.
From our president: All things

S SIG IN
LISHED.
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considered, this is the best
approach to take. If the S scale SIG
is independent of the NASG, it
would remove the AF stigma and
be an open group of like-minded
modelers in 1:64 scale. It would be
the best way (in my opinion) to
promote the scale side of S to the
already scale modelers of the
NMRA. - Roy Hoffman
And from Fred Tolhurst - It
seems to me that we ought to have
an active S scale SIG, if only to
maintain a little more visibility in
the NMRA. A factor to consider is
that there may well be NMRA
members who are not in the
NASG. I for one was in this category until about a year ago. Hats
off to the NASG for developing S
scale track and wheel standards
independently of the NMRA.
Though, we shouldn't forget that
the NMRA through the creation of
standards for interchange of equipment reallly made it possible for
model railroading to come into its
own as a hobby.
BARGAIN SHAY

I always wanted a Shay myself but
could never find one in S. Then
Bachmann came out with a really
neat looking On30 Shay a year or
so ago. The wheels can be widened
to S standard or narrowed to Sn3
quite easily. Terry Putt did one for
me and narrowed it to Sn3. Then
you go to Banta models and get
one of their cab kits to convert the
Shay's cab to S scale. They make
two different ones, a closed cab
and an open cab. Ihave both and
use each at different times. The
Shay runs beautifully, has the right
coupler heights and only costs
about 280 bucks.
- Lee McCarty
LEHIGH VALLEY CLUB HAS
WEBSITE

The Lehigh Valley S Gaugers are
pleased to announce that they now
have their own website. The
Roundtable newsletter will now
only be available online instead of
being mailed. LVSG member
StanFurmanak is the webmaster:

www. lehi gh val ley sgauger s. org.
LAST RUN - HOMER HENRY
An obit in the April Trains magazine caught my eye. Homer
Henry, a former Santa Fe mechanical department officer, passed
away at age 53. While at the Santa
Fe he helped reintroduce the red
and silver warbonnet scheme in
the late '80s. Of note to S gaugers
is that he had a large wellscenicked hi-rail S layout which
was published not too long ago in
Classic Toy Trains. I had even
mentioned his name to the 2004
convention folks as Homer resided
in the Chicago area.
-Jeff
SANBORN MAPS
There is now a website where you
can order Sanborn Maps. These
are older type fire insurance maps
that often show details of indus-

tries and track placements in various towns. The website to contact
is: www.utahice.com/sanborn.htm.
Maps are $1.00 each plus $5.00
S&H with a minimum order of 10
maps. They can be put on CDs
too. I hope to order some - there is
a charge - and I'll let you know
more. Or if anyone else checks it
out, let us know.
-Jeff
S-TIP
I have frequently seen questions
regarding how to attach flex track
to roadbed. The Central Valley
website recommends using Barge
(tm) cement.
Barge is sold
through hardware stores in tubes,
but it is more widely known in the
shoe repair and leather-crafting
world.
- Ted Larson

Wow!
American Flyer
&-M-JFAL*

^F

TMCC Neat-O!
Now Shipping the AC/DC MDB Only $25*
R2LC sold separately, WWW.TUVESON.COM
Carl Tuveson 928 Finch Dr. South Bend,
IN 46614 for Information. *plus shipping
TMCC and American Flyer are Trademarks of Lionel LLC

S-CALENDAR
June 19-20, 2004: Great Scale
Model Train Show. Maryland
State Fairgrounds, Timmonium,
MD. 9-4 Sat and 10-4 Sun.
Admission $6, kids under 12 free,
family $12. There will be S there
and a section for Hi-Rail.
www.gsmts.com.
July 10-14, 2004: Puget Sound
2004. 1st NASG Regional
Convention. La Quinta Inn, 1425
E. 27th St., Tacoma, WA 98421.
Rooms: 800-531-5900. Aimed at
having a Pacific Coast venue for S
following the NMRA National
Convention in Seattle. Info: Gil
Hulin 541-344-6858 or email:
ghulin@guardnet.com.
July 28-Aug. 1, 2004: S Curves
Through Chicago. NASG Annual
Convention hosted by the Des
Plaines Valley S Sealers. Chicago
Sheraton Northwest, 3400 Euclid
Ave., Arlington, Hts., IL 6004.
www.sheraton.com/chicagonorthwest. Reservations - 847-3942000.
www.2004nasgconvention.com.
Oct. 29-31, 2004: Fall S Fest.
Waukesha County Expo Center,
Waukesha, WI (Milwaukee area).
Roy Meissner 262-538-4325 or
rmeissner@wi.rr.com. Check the
website: www.trainweb.org/bsg.
Rooms (various motels) - 800366-8474.
2005: NASG Annual Convention.
Altoona, PA - Details TBA

NASG COPY SERVICE
Note that the Copy Service is now in the hands of Dick Karnes
who is in charge of the Russell M. Mobley Memorial Library.
Copies of articles from back issues of the NASG Dispatch and
other publications we have permission to copy are available from
Dick per his instructions in the Library ad. We want to thank
Kent Singer for handling the Copy Service for many years.

Bids Open for NASG Annual
Conventions — 2006 and beyond.
Contact Lee Johnson, 2472 Lariat
Ln., Walnut Creek, CA 945966635 - 925-943-1590 - e-mail:
leemax@jps.net

Kent still is available to work up any Short & Easy articles you
want to send his way.
Kent can be reached at 6516 Georgian Way, Columbus, GA
31909. email: k_singer@knology.net
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Jeff's Jet. cont. from page 5

possibilities, and you would narrow things down as I did, but my
point is that there are a lot of prototype roads (past and present)
from which to select besides the
obvious and common. And if you
do go with the somewhat common
choice, then maybe you pick a section that is infrequently modeled.
Take the Pennsy for instance.
How many would think of modeling the branch from Greensburg,
PA down to the coal mines south of
there or the line from Hagerstown,
Maryland to Winchester, Virginia?
My choices of Class 1 railroads
reflect my modeling interests,
geography, paint schemes, motive
power, etc. I would stick to single
track lines of these roads because
they would be more easily modeled. Regionals, shortlines and
narrow gauges mentioned here, to
me, would be for the same reasons
plus modeling could be even more
focused.
Again, branches of larger roads
and regionals are physically more
manageable to model. An interchange area to connect to the outside world would give an excuse
for some larger locomotives even
if just ducking off to staging areas.
If you model a Pennsy branch with
2-8-Os and Mikes, but just can't
resist that big Ml 4-8-2, here's
your excuse to model just a portion

of double or 4-track PRR mainline
at a point where the branch connects to the main. The Broadway
Limited could appear and disappear at the junction, yet your main
layout focus and space would be
devoted to a winding single track
branch serving coal mines and
small towns.
It would be appropriate for narrow
gauges and shortlines to interchange somewhere on your model
layout to add variety and purpose.
The point of all this rambling is to
encourage a little research on real
railroads that might suit your space
and interests. This is kind of a follow-up theme to last month's editorial on historical societies. If
you are new to the hobby, switching scales, starting a new layout, or
just plain want to refocus, your
first instinct might be mix and
match or model the road which has
the most locomotives in a certain
paint scheme, but a little bit of digging might spark an interest that
might not initially have been top of
mind.
Yes, if you pick a non-mainstream
road to model such as the Monon
or the New York, Ontario &
Western (abandoned even), you
may not have RTR paint schemes
to choose from or even specific
steam engines or rolling stock, but
you might find a greater satisfac-

LAST RUN
Gale Irwin
I have sad news for the S scale community. Gale
Irwin of Rolling Hills Estates, California, passed
away on March 19, 2004. Those of you who knew
Gale know that he has been an advocate for S scale
railroading for over 50 years. He was a leader in
the Inland Terminal Model Railroad Club here in
southern California, and we have used his modular
layout at local model railroad shows for years.
- James McAuliffe
Gale was my friend and mentor. He encouraged
my efforts in the early stages and set an example
for me of model railroading fellowship. He intro30

tion and challenge by taking the
less known fork in the road. If
paint schemes are just too much to
overcome, stick with the branchline idea of your favorite road.
And if you are insistent on having
equipment of several roads, then
do a bit of research and see if you
can find a prototypical area where
your favorite roads would meet
and interchange. If my favorite
roads were B&O, Western
Maryland, Pennsylvania Railroad,
Norfolk and Western and Reading,
do you think there would have
been a real live place where I could
realistically have all these roads
intertwined? Yup, there was. If
you modeled most any era up to
the mid 1970s you could have
picked Hagerstown, Maryland to
model. In the steam era you could
have had Reading Tls, Pennsy
Mikes, Western Maryland 2-10-Os,
B&O EM-Is and N&W K class
streamlined 4-8-2s all clashing
around in the same vicinity. Today
it would be CSX, Maryland
Midland (WM), Winchester &
Western (PRR lines south), and
Norfolk Southern.
So I hear Andy Malette is going to
model the Southern, Bill Lane is
switching to Gulf Mobile & Ohio,
and Frank Titman is going
dieselize and model an iron ore
line? April Fools I'm sure.

duced me to many nice
people in all scales. I
think he had as many
friends in the NMRA as
in the NASG. He was
an S gauge ambassador
and
displayed
his
portable scale layout at
many NMRA and other
events. His energy and
enthusiasm will be
badly missed.
- Roger Nulton
Gale was almost always at the NASG conventions.
Here he is visiting Ed Loizeaux's layout in 2000.

Railmail cont. from page 5

And again: I just had an article
about S scale published in the CN
Lines, which is the CNR SIG
newsletter. The article was about
the availability of CNR equipment
in S scale. It was well supported by
our manufacturers. SHS, AM and
DesPlaines were all very willing to
provide pics to show. Simon
Parent provided some excellent
CNR mogul shots.
Everything was done online. The
pictures were either downloaded
from the websites or they were
sent to me in higher resolution.
Your historical society would be
able to tell what resolution they
required. The article was submitted by email. It is best to keep in
mind that these newsletters are
mostly run by volunteers and that
some of the editing does get
messed up. There were some
errors printed, but overall, I
believe that it gave S a pretty good
showing for CNR modelers, and I
was pleased with the result. I'm
thinking of doing one for CP
Tracks down the road.
- Andy Malette
The NMRA: I was a member of
the NMRA for awhile when in HO,
even on the exec of the Niagara
Frontier Region. It was a good
organization then, but I didn't get
much out of it except to meet other
HO'ers. This I could do without
being in the NMRA. It definitely
did not satisfy my rivet counting
ways. I did not renew after the

CNR and the CPR Sig's became so
strong. They still provide me with
the fodder necessary to go insane
about the distance between certain
rivets on certain equipment.
When I joined the NASG, I found
the same thing as the CNR SIG; a
fairly closely knit group of fellows
sharing the same interests and
being really passionate about
them. I believe that this is the true
strength of the NASG and its
members. I have not seen the passion in the eyes of the other scales.
It seems that S people are not only
fervent about the prototypes that
they model, but the scale as well.
This includes the Flyer/Hi-rail
guys as well. Not only is the size
great, everyone seems to know
everyone, and the people are great.
I am not sure whether to return to
the NMRA or not .. .or to join the
new
CARM
(Canadian
Association of Railway Modellers)
yet. I will, however, stay with the
NASG because I do feel the need
to be a part of something that is
really important to me - S, and the
promotion of it.
- Andy Malette

NMRA means very little. The
NASG would remain a totally
independent organization, and the
NMRA would have no influence
over any of its actions or policies.
Likewise the NMRA would
remain totally unchanged, except
that the NASG would be shown on
the NMRA's list of SIGS.
Members of the NASG would
NOT be required to join the
NMRA, nor would members automatically become members of the
NMRA.
You might say it would be cheap
advertising to let a few more people know S and the NASG exist...
It's not entirely worthless (being a
SIG), nor is it the big deal some
think it is.
Tom Hawley See Extra Board
this issue - ed.

S|i;n:i! Problems?
Why not go Modular?

More on the NMRA: I think
some people have the wrong idea
of what the NASG being a Special
Interest Group (SIG) of the
NMRA really means. The NASG
was an NMRA SIG once before,
and probably still would be, but
somebody forgot to send in the
renewal. Unless they have drastically changed the rules in the last
few years, being a SIG of the

.»/.*

$2 postpaid
Make checks payable
to "NASG Inc."
Russell M. Mobley Memorial Library
Dick Karacs, Librarian
4323 86th Ave. SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040-4124
nasglibrary@earthUnk.net
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The first S Scale production General Electric Locomotive the U25B ! The first large selling GE road switcher
was introduced in 1960 and production continues until 1966 with 476 models sold. Rated at 2500 horsepower and
late U25B at 2750 HP. Our model features our new sprung drive system with "Gription" traction wheels. All versions
include a large 5 pole motor with flywheel and heavy die cast frame. Fine "DX" features, brass grill work and front &
rear "bright" LED directional headlights. Single AC Flyer units are $209.95 and dual packaged sets are $399.95, DC
versions are $20 and $30 less. Shipping Now !

S Scale !
American Models 10087 Colonial Industrial Dr.
South Lyon, Ml 48178
Phone 248-437-6800 Fax 248-437-9454
Purchase or E-mail questions through our web site.
www.americanmodels.com

wscavsr

